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Gathering at Easter Dawn  

Holy Week and Easter Services 

Maundy Thur   6.00   Service with meal,  
20 March                    drama & Communion 
                                   at the Methodist Church 

Good Friday  11.00   Meditation & Prayer 

21 March        12.00   United Service on Lawn 

Easter Sun       5.45   Dawn Service on Lawn  
23 March                    followed by breakfast 

                       10.30   Family Service  

Mothering Sunday  
2nd March “All the gospel stories place 

Jesus’ resurrection at dawn 

so what better time is there 

to celebrate Easter?” asks 

Revd Dr Ken Hibberd, one of 

the ministers at Dawlish 

URC.  He and 30 others 

gathered last Easter on the 

shore just before dawn as 

the moon set and the sun 

rose over the sea.  An 

Easter bonfire (sign of light 

and cleansing) was lit and 

Communion was shared. 

This year the service will 

start at 5.45 on The Lawns 

outside the church and all 

are welcome.  We will meet 

in the church if it is wet.  And 

as Ken added, “It’s also 

worth coming for the cooked 

breakfast in the church 

afterwards!” 

Centuries ago, three weeks 

before Easter, workers on the 

land or in large houses were 

given a weekend off to return 

home to see their parents 

and worship at their ‘mother 

church’.  On the way home 

they often picked wild flowers 

from the hedgerows as a 

present for mother.  So the 

Mothering Sunday traditions grew up. 

Nowadays it is an occasion to visit parents and grand-

parents or to send a card or we often give  flowers as an 

expression of appreciation for our mothers (and fathers) 

whom we often take for granted. 

At Dawlish United Reformed Church we have a special 

service for all ages at 10.30 on 2nd March when there is 

a bunch of flowers for mothers and grandmothers (and 

aunts and great-aunts!).  It is a great time for the family. CHURCH GETS NEW ROOF 
Can you guess 

what is going on 

underneath? It looks 

like a giant  parcel.   

In fact the church 

is being reroofed at 

a cost of £150,000.  

The old roof had 

lasted for 130 years, 

but had begun to 

leak badly. All will be 

revealed when the 

work is completed 

at the end of April.  

Inside, the church is full of scaffolding for the safety of those 

working on the roof.  One benefit was being able to hang a 

huge banner from it for Christmas, and another is planned for Easter. 

The Church Secretary, Mrs Rosemary Holmes, says she is 

getting excited, “Once the roof is done we will be able to get 

on with modernising the inside.  We have exciting plans to 

make the facilities the most modern in Dawlish.”  The plans 

will be revealed in the next issues of spire. 
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Dawlish URC has 

joined with the 

Methodist Church 

in a new form of 

church designed 

for children and 

adults.  It is held in 

the Methodist Church 

i n  B runswick 

Place, usually on 

the second Friday 

of each month, 

s ta r t ing af ter 

school about 3.45.  

Youngsters up to 

12 years are welcome.   

On arrival there are board games, 

juice and biscuits.  At 4.00 the leaders 

explain the theme for the day—eg 

‘Love’ around Valentine’s Day—and 

children can get involved in one or 

more crafts ranging from making 

biscuits to designing on a computer. 

Every age group is catered for.  

At 5.15 there is a short service to 

which adults are specially invited.  

This is a fast-moving development of 

the theme with an inter-active talk and 

singing led by a small guitar group.  

 
 

Then tea for everyone might be fish 

fingers and chips or hotdog and beans. It 

always ends with really nice cake. 

Numbers have been growing at each 

Messy Church and comments 

include “cool”, “brilliant” and "wicked”.  

If you would like to come, contact 

Marie Whitehead (889 098) or Alethe 

Wetenhall (866 756).  Parents must 

sign a consent form with details of 

dietary and medical needs and stay 

with children under 7 years. 

Next: 14th March and 25th April 

Dawlish 
United Reformed Church 

Regular events 
 

Sundays 
10.30   Service & Junior Church 
            Communion          1st Sun 
            Healing Service    3rd Sun 

          Afterwards fair trade tea & coffee 
 

Tuesdays (alternate weeks) 
  2.00   Knit & Chat 
            knitting for an orphanage 

in Malawi 
 

Wednesdays 
10.00   Coffee Morning 

10.00   Parents & Toddlers 
            children from 0 - 3 and 

their parents 

  2.30   Friendship Hour 
            Talks, videos & members’ 

contributions 
 

Thursdays 
  2.30   Keep Fit 
            exercises to enjoy for 

keeping the body and 
mind alert 

Saturdays 
10.00    Choir practice 
              The choir leads the singing at 

each Sunday service 
 

Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals 
by arrangement with the Minister 
 

Minister 
Revd Roger Whitehead 
28 High Street 
Dawlish 
EX7 9HP 
01626 889098  
minister@DawlishURC.org.uk 
 

Church Secretary &  
Bookings  
Mrs Rosemary Holmes  
3 Sampson’s Cottages 
Brook Street 

Dawlish  

EX7 9AQ 

01626 862 620  

Visit our website: 

www.DawlishURC.org.uk  

in-spire 

concentrating on the crafts 

There are few 

more distressing 

tasks for a minister 

than taking a funeral, 

especially if it is of 

a spouse or a child.  

No matter how many 

funerals a minister 

takes he or she feels the bereaved’s 

pain of permanent separation and the 

loss of what-might-have-been. 

Sometimes I am asked the question, 

“Will we meet again?”  Then I am able 

to speak of a Christian's belief that 

there is life after death, and we are 

sure of it because of what happened 

to Jesus.  On Good Friday we recall 

how he was executed in the most 

barbaric way ever invented and his 

corpse laid in a cave.  But when we 

meet two days later on Easter 

morning we are not downhearted—

we celebrate because he was and is 

alive, assuring his friends, “Where I 

am, you may be also.”   

This gives us confidence that death is 

not the end and that God’s love did 

not give up with the death of his son 

on the cross, but it still surrounds us. 

That confidence does not remove the 

pain of bereavement—which we know 

God felt at the death of his son–but it 

assures us that death is a new start. 

So Easter for Christians is a time of 

joy and expectation—love is stronger 

than death because Jesus is alive. 

shares his thoughts 

Roger Whitehead, minister of the church,  

MESSY CHURCH GROWS APACE 

 


