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FROM THE MINISTER 

Our Bible Study Group has been going through Paul’s letter to the Romans.  It 

has been hard at times, but also richly rewarding, because it has given all of us 

new insights into our faith, and in particular to Paul’s thinking.  Paul is clear 

that the death and resurrection of Jesus are historical events which have 

changed the world.  Jesus is not only God’s revelation of what the Kingdom of 

Heaven is like, he is able to make us acceptable to the Father and bring us into 

his presence.  Paul is so convinced of this that he is prepared to stake his life 

on it, and he shapes his life accordingly. 

He spells this out in I Corinthians chapter 15, pointing out that if Jesus has not 

been raised from the dead, Christians would be basing their life on something 

which is untrue.  Jesus’ resurrection is proof that he is God’s Messiah, and our 

own personal resurrection is assured because—as Christians—we are one with 

Jesus in his rising from death.   

In the early 1920s, the Communist leader Bukharin was sent to Kiev to address 

a vast anti-God rally.  For one hour he brought to bear all the artillery of 

argument, abuse and ridicule upon the Christian faith.  At the end there was 

silence.  Questions were invited.  An Orthodox priest rose and asked to speak.  

He stood beside Bukharin, faced the people, and gave them the ancient 

liturgical Easter greeting, “Christ is risen!”  Instantly the whole assembly rose 

to its feet and the reply came back like a crash of breakers against the cliff: “He 

is risen indeed!”  When all argument is ended, there remains the fact of Jesus, 

who requires no authority to commend him, and who places every person in 

the position where an answer has to be given one way or the other.   

ROGER WHITEHEAD 
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ELDERS NOTES 

There was no Elders Meeting in April, but the Elders Meeting Executive Group met 

to review developments and this is its report. 

Snippets 

Neither competitor submitted proposals by the deadline in the competition to 

design new sanctuary furnishings so the congregation is under no obligation to 

either.  Further discussion will take place.  The Group is working on modifying the 

church logo and is in discussion with Malcolm Couch who has agreed to work on 

possible designs.  We hope to have something to show the congregation by mid-

May. We need an additional person on duty at the hymnbook trolley in the middle 

of the auditorium to guide newcomers to their seats.  Mugs are on sale for only £5 

each; in due course we will decide how many mugs to retain for congregational use.  

Donations for the chairs are coming in. 

Stage 1—Additional work 

There is still some work to be done as part of Stage 1, and members’ continued 

patience is requested for a little longer.  Work to be done includes  

getting the acoustics right.  Worshippers know that the amplification and loop 

have not been satisfactory and there is a problem of sound reverberation.  An 

acoustic expert’s advice is being sought. 

a shelf/cupboard under the hatch to make serving hot drinks through the 

hatch easier, and to provide space for the amplification equipment. 

‘heat movement pipes’ We await an estimate for pipes to pull the hot air from 

the ceiling down to floor level to improve air circulation in the building and 

reduce heating costs.  We are still waiting for a time clock and thermostat for 

the heating system. 

organ safety rail is needed to prevent a fall from the organ platform; this is 

being discussed with Paul Heighway. 

Enlarging the platform  It is likely that we will need to buy additional  bits to 

extend the platform when funds permit. 

pigeon droppings  We hope to put netting above the steps into the gallery 

staircase from the Strand Hall to stop pigeon droppings fouling the steps.   

Use of the church building in Holy Week  

We were unable to hold the discussion groups in the foyer in Holy Week because of 

the art exhibition in the auditorium and the foyer.  The Church has requested  in 

future use of the foyer in Holy Week, and that there should be no use of the 

auditorium on the evening of Maundy Thursday or any time on Good Friday. 



 

Church Finances 

There will be a special Elders Meeting to consider the congregation’s budget for 

2011 once the 2010 accounts have been signed off by the Examiner.  Meanwhile, 

thanks to generous donations, it looks as if the costs of Stage 1 will be covered in 

full with a small surplus, which is a cause of rejoicing and relief, given the 

unexpected extra costs associated with the wet rot. 

  

STRAND COMMUNITY TRUST 

The Strand Centre Executive met in April. 

Around the end of May the church Coffee Morning will move to Thursdays as part 

of a proposed Coffee & Kids initiative arising from the Toddlers Group.  The idea is 

to see what response there is to a group which will offer quiet space for parents to 

talk and enjoy morning refreshments while their toddlers try out the toys and 

games which we have.  

Special events 

A TV aerial has been fixed to the boiler room chimney so we can go ahead with 

showing the Royal Wedding projected on to a large screen through our digital 

projector.  If this is a success we will do the same for the final three days of 

Wimbledon.  A debate on the Alternative Vote Referendum has been agreed for 

Tuesday 3rd May at 7.00.  We are still trying to arrange a Jazz Concert. 

Booking arrangements  

A procedure was agreed for booking the premises.  Provisional bookings from all 

organisations apart from the church will be taken up to a year in advance but not 

firmed up until six months in advance so that there was an element of flexibility to 

respond to new initiatives. The Church will be able to book its services and other 

religious activities as soon as the booking calendar is opened. 

Carnival Week 

It was noted that there would be a marquee for the Carnival Committee this year  

and so the auditorium will not be needed. The Church was invited to think about 

what it might want to do during the week.  However, there is no guarantee that 

there will be a marquee in 2012, in which case it has been suggested that the 

Strand Centre might be a major focus of carnival activities.  The Elders Meeting has 

been asked to give its views on this.   
 Grants  

The Strand trustees are responsible for the remainder of the refurbishment of the 

church building, and for raising the money towards the costs.  So Pat and Geoff 



Willis were gratefully thanked for their further work in going through the Directory 

of Grant Making Trusts to categorise the Trusts’ aims, income, trustees etc so that 

each grant application can be tailored to the particular trust being approached.  

This is long and tedious work. 

Two Town Councillors each gave £50 from their grants allocation to the Centre.  We 

await a decision from the Town Council for a grant of £1,500 for a moveable 

disabled ramp.  The result will probably not be known until after elections. 

The trustees are seeking ways of identifying how to contact the trustees of grant-

making trusts so that our applications can be at least noticed.  The Strand Dinner, 

which had been intended for potential commercial users, is now a promotion 

dinner for those who might be influential in grant applications.  The date has yet to 

be fixed, but the invitation list has been agreed. 

Next Steps in the Refurbishment 

It was agreed to hold a meeting on 12th May of the Elders Executive Group and  the 

Strand Centre Executive Committees with Ian Parkin and Paul Heighway and his 

advisors to look at priorities for Stage 2  

strand 

A draft of an eight page A5 publication about the Strand Centre and the Strand 

Church was circulated.  The general approach was welcomed.  It was agreed to 

proceed to a pre-printing draft.  The Strand Church is being asked for a contribution 

towards the costs based on the proportion of pages of news about the church.  

strand will be delivered by a company, not church members. 

Developing the work - Regular events  

Jean Potter has agreed to try to arrange a concert/entertainment on the first 

Friday of each month, probably beginning with an Organ Concert by Aubrey 

Maybin.  The first Luncheon Club will be on 9th May (full details opposite) and four 

teams have been established each taking responsibility for one lunch per month.  

We have not yet got enough support to hold daily Charity Coffee. 

 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

OFFERINGS AND OTHER SPECIAL INCOME 

 Sunday Offerings* Special Collections and Events 

 2011 2010 Coffee Mornings in Mar (2010  = £154) £107 

March £1,640 £1,595 Christian Aid Hunger Lunch  £111 

Year (so far)  £4.694 £4,916  

  * includes standing orders etc but not Gift Aid rebates 



 

 

NOTICEBOARD 

THE LUNCHEON CLUB starts on Monday 9 May at 12.30 and thereafter weekly.  

There will be a choice of a meat or vegetarian dish for the main course, and two 

sweets followed by tea or coffee.  Cost £4.  This is a Club with membership; please 

complete a membership form and pay the £1 annual subscription.  Tell your friends 

it is an opportunity to make new friends and talk to old ones. 

TABLE TOP SALES will be held on first Saturday of each month starting on 7 May 

(to avoid the Bank Holiday weekend).  If you would like a table, please speak to Pat 

Willis.  Let your friends know of this new initiative of the Strand Centre. 

SYD LITTLE (of Little & Large) sings and talks about 40 years in life, laughter and 

faith in the world of show business on Thursday 12 May at 7.30 at Central Church, 

Torquay.  Admission £7.  Syd has a great story to tell and this is not a night to miss. 

If you would like to go as a party, please sign up in the foyer. 

WORLD FAIR TRADE DAY is Saturday 14 May with a major event on The Lawn from 

10.00-12.00.  Please give it your support. 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK begins on Sunday 15 May.  The first event will be a united 

service at 6.30 pm at St Paul’s, Starcross, with a Christian Aid speaker.  These are 

always inspirational occasions.  Brookdale (the lovely pink house at the top of 

Brunswick Terrace) is opening its gardens for Christian Aid from 16 to 21 May from 

2.30 to 5.00 and serving cream teas.  It is warmly recommended as a must for 

gardeners and those who like cream teas. 

THANK YOU RECEPTION for all those who helped with Stage 1 is on Tuesday 17 

May 7.30 to 8.30.  All church people are invited—help is welcomed with serving the 

light refreshments and talking to the guests.  We hope to arrange a display of 

church activities and the plans of the Strand Centre. 

THE TORBAY URC CHURCHES QUIZ will be held on Wednesday 18 May at Teign-

mouth URC.  We hope once again to field two winning teams.  Offers to Rosemary. 

MUSIC HALL EVENING  A popular event of word and song on Saturday 21 May at 

7.00 for 7.30 in aid of our Refurbishment Fund.  Tickets (inc cheese & wine) £6. 

  
 

  



 

 

LEGAL ADVANCES AND SET BACKS 

Leasing the building to the Strand Trust  

The Charity Commission has agreed to a Scheme approving the leasing of the 

church building to the Strand Community Trust.  It only took a week to get approval 

and no problems were raised.  We had been warned that this might be the most 

difficult and expensive part of achieving our vision of becoming a centre for the 

community, and it has proved to be the easiest.  Discussions are now taking place 

with the Synod Trustees about when the lease should be signed. 

This is the final approval needed for the project.  It has involved getting Synod 

Trustees’ agreement to the principle of a lease, battling for planning permission for 

the internal changes from the Synod’s Listed Buildings Committee, the setting up of 

the Strand Community Trust as a charitable company (we did it for £150 – the 

lawyers offered to do it for £3,000), and Charity Commission approval.  It is worth 

noting we were told in turn that each of these steps was either impossible or wild 

dreaming.  Now we are told that we have created a model for others. 

We should not lose sight of all these very significant achievements, thanks to the 

hard work and determination of the working group and the prayers of the 

congregation.  Surely achieving this against expectation is a sign of the Lord’s favour. 

Teignbridge Council rejects planning application 

Teignbridge Council has to approve all external alterations to the building and it has 

refused permission to remove the steps off The Strand when we lower the floor for 

disabled access.  We understand that rejection was nodded through on the 

recommendation of the officers and was not discussed by the Planning Committee.  

We have been advised to resubmit the application and ensure that it  is considered 

by the full Committee.  We are waiting for the new Council to be elected before 

taking this step.  It may be that we will be asking church members to contact 

disabled individuals and groups to ask them to write to the Council in support of the 

application. 

  
  



 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

Christian Aid Week  15– 21 May 

Make my faith strong enough to take action. 

Make my faith strong enough to knock on doors and face rejection. 

Make my faith strong enough to keep on knocking. 

With campaigning, 

with lobbying 

with a heart yearning for an end to poverty and injustice. 

On Saturday 20 May the 40th annual Christian Aid sponsored walk and festival is 

held at the Newton Abbot race course.  It is a great family day out.  Walkers cover 

eight laps of the racecourse.  Details in the foyer or phone 01395 222304. 

OTHER SYNOD CHURCHES  :  FURROUGH CROSS 

We are situated in Babbacombe, a beautiful part of Torquay with stunning sea 

views.  We have many guest houses, retirement homes and flats in the area.  Our 

regular congregation is about 80, but during the holiday season it swells 

significantly for our regular Sunday morning Family Service.   

We are a friendly church with worship covering a wide age range.  We also hold a 

short Wednesday morning service followed by a time of fellowship, and a Friday 

morning Prayer Meeting after which we have a Coffee Morning open to the 

community and visitors. 

In 2009 we began Messy Church on a monthly basis with other youth activities in 

between.  We also have a Ladies’ Fellowship, Crafty Ladies, Choir and Music 

Workshops along with an Alpha Group. 

Dear Lord, 

Help us to have quiet hearts open to your love for us all. 

Clear our eyes to see the beauty of  all you have made. 

Help us to hear you and listen to your message. 

Open our minds not to be prejudiced against those different from ourselves 

and help us to remember God made us all. 

May we use gentle words 

to give comfort to those in need of them. 

Help us to love and cherish all you have given to us.  Amen. 

  
  



SERVICES IN MAY 

Morning Services at 10.30 unless otherwise stated   

   1 May Day Communion Revd Roger Whitehead  

 8 Baptism Service   Revd Roger Whitehead  

  15 Christian Aid Service Miss Catherine Harris (Lay Preacher Kingsteignton) 

 22 Prayers for Healing  Revd Roger Whitehead 

 29 Family Service  Mrs Alethe Virgin (Methodist Local Preacher)  

Evening Service 

 15 6.30  Christian Aid Service, Starcross Parish Church  

 29 6.30  Iona Service united with Methodists in their church. 

  REGULAR WEEKLY CHURCH EVENTS 

(events in italics are organised by The Strand Centre) 

Mondays 12.30 - 2.00 Luncheon Club (Strand Hall) 

Tuesdays 2.00 - 4.00 Knit &  Chat (not 10th & 24th) 

Wednesdays 10.00 - 12.00 Church Coffee Morning (on 18th for Christian Aid) 

 2.30 -  3.30 Friendship Hour   

Thursdays 2.30 - 3.30 Keep Fit  

Fridays 12.30 - 2.00 Bible Study Group (not 6th) 

 6.00 - 7.00 Choir practice   

ADDITIONAL MEETINGS IN MAY 

Tue 3 7.00 Public Debate on Alternative Vote 

Fri 6 12.30 Churches Together Forum (Methodist Church) 

Sat 7 10.00 Table Top Sale in the auditorium 

Tues 10 10.00 Home Aid Coffee Morning in the Vicarage Garden 

Wed  11 2.30 Torbay Churches Forum, Teignmouth 

Thurs  12 1.00 SCT & Elders Executives with architect and grant advisor 

Sat 14 8.30 Men’s Breakfast, Dawlish Warren 

Tues 17 7.30 Thank You Reception for all involved in Stage 1 

Wed 18 7.30 URC Torbay Churches Quiz Night, Teignmouth 

Fri 20 3.45 Messy Church (Methodist Church Hall) 

Sat 21 7.00 May Time Music Hall 

Tues 24 10.00 Home Aid Coffee Morning for Dawlish Art Group 


