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FROM THE MINISTER 

It seems scarcely possible that it is less than two months since the Reopening 

of the church.  In that �me we have celebrated Good Friday and Easter, we 

have had a range of events in the auditorium including concerts, mee�ngs, a 

Thank You Recep�on and a café style Music Hall.  Many people have come to 

see what we have done, and without excep�on they have been most 

impressed, commen�ng on the space, the light in the building and how 

comfortable the chairs are. 

We have rightly been pleased and proud of the end result, and at The Thank 

You Party we were able to list a large number of people without whom the 

changes could not have been achieved.  It has been a corporate effort with 

great support in a large number of ways. 

The Strand Centre has also been busy star�ng up work which we iden�fied as 

priori�es in our Vision plan.  This includes  star�ng a Luncheon Club and 

monthly Table Top sale.  The Strand trustees are gradually assuming their 

responsibili�es and involving the local community, which is encouraging. 

Having achieved so much, there is a tempta�on to feel we have done it all, 

and to lose sight of the larger vision.  At a recent mee�ng one of the 

architect’s team expressed in passionate terms how much she endorsed 

the vision not only of a building to be proud of and to enhance Dawlish, 

but the commitment to the community which the congrega�on has 

made.  The task ahead is formidable.  But, to quote St Paul, “I am 

confident of this, that he who began this good work in you will carry 

it on to comple�on in Christ Jesus.” 

ROGER WHITEHEAD 

 

 



2 ELDERS NOTES 

There was no Elders Mee�ng in April, but the Elders Mee�ng Execu�ve 

Group met to review developments and this is its report. 

Snippets  Neither of the two designers who were invited to submit proposals 

for new sanctuary furnishings had submi7ed proposals by the deadline of 31
st
 

March.  Enquiries are being made to see if they are s�ll interested.  Those 

taking services pointed out that the exis�ng lectern is not suitable for 

conduc�ng services because of the lack of space for notes etc.  There has been 

the promise of funding for both a new Communion Table and a lectern/pulpit.   

The Group was not able to agree between two ideas for a modified church 

logo; the Elders Mee�ng will bring one or more proposals to the Church Mee�ng.  

A very successful Thank You Recep!on was held in mid-May when it was 

possible to thank many leaders of local organisa�ons involved in Stage 1 for 

their help. The church website is now www.StrandChurch.org.uk, which 

contains all the material that was on the DawlishURC website with updates and 

lots more informa�on.  In Touch is also available on the new site. 

Rela!ons with the Strand Centre 

The decision of the Charity Commission to approve a Scheme which allowed 

the Synod to lease the 1871 building to the Strand Community Trust means 

that the final legal hurdle to our refurbishment vision has been overcome.  The 

Group expressed concern at the dithering of the Synod Trust formally to grant 

the lease to the Strand Community Trust and we are pressing the Synod Trust 

to proceed to signing. 

The Group welcomed the publica�on of a leaflet explaining the differences 

between the Strand Centre and The Strand Church, and this is available on 

request to all who would like a copy. 

Elements at Communion  We agreed to make it clear in the no�ces sheet 

when there is a Communion Service that the wine is always non-alcoholic and 

that gluten free bread (wafers) is available on request for those who cannot 

eat wheat products. 

 

WANT TO KNOW MORE? 

about Chris!anity—visit www.chris�anity.org.uk for the Chris�an Enquiry website 

about Jesus—visit www.rejesus.co.uk for a website dedicated to Jesus Christ 
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3 BUILDING COMMITTEE 

Acous!cs The problem of hearing the leaders of worship in the auditorium has 

exercised the Building Commi7ee.  Paul Heighway has asked an expert in this 

area to advise on what is needed to dampen the reverbera�on.   

A shelf/cupboard under the new hatch has been provided to facilitate serving 

through the hatch, to provide a place for the amplifica�on system, and to give 

us storage space.  Paul Heighway has agreed to make proposals for a rail at the 

edge of the new organ plaForm so the organist cannot fall off it. 

Pigeons  An es�mate for about £300 has been received to provide protec�on 

against pigeon droppings on the external stairs leading into the east ves�bule.  

It was agreed that this was desirable but not essen�al, and the ma7er will be 

held over un�l funds are available. 

Disabled Access  There had been no response so far to an applica�on to the 

Town Council for a grant for a lightweight moveable ramp.  We have been 

offered a redundant Social Services ramp used by someone in an electric wheel 

chair who no longer needs the ramp.  This could be used as a temporary 

measure.  It would be outside, across the front of the church where the 

wooden seats are now to the east (lower) entrance.  It should be possible to 

resite the wooden seats.   

Roof leak  There seems to be a leak through the roof on the east (right) side of 

the wall in front of the apse.  South Hams builders who re-roofed the building 

will examine this if there seems to be further penetra�on aIer rainfall.   

Changes to Strand hall On 30
th
 June the lease on the upper floor of the Strand 

hall given to Third Age expires and the Strand trustees are considering what 

altera�ons would be desirable so we can encourage more use of the rooms.  

The Ken�speers have offered the units from their kitchen when it is upgraded 

in the summer, and these will transform the upper floor kitchen. 

 

OFFERINGS AND OTHER SPECIAL INCOME 

 Sunday Offerings* Special Collec!ons and Events 

 2011 2010 Coffee Mornings in Apr (2010  = £154) £107 

April £1,107 £1,673 Chris!an Aid Hunger Lunch  £111 

Year (so far)  £5,801 £6,589  Refurbishment Fund in April £25 

  * includes standing orders etc but not Gi  Aid rebates 



4 NEWS FROM THE STRAND CENTRE 

Legali!es, administra!on, and finance  Geoff Willis, as Treasurer of the 

Strand Centre, has applied for the Centre to be registered for VAT.  The 

applica�on is being taken forward by Alun Mathias, our VAT advisor, on our 

behalf.  LeQng charges are being examined, par�cularly for weeklong lets of 

the auditorium and regular users of some of the rooms, par�cularly the Third 

Age. project. 

Review of ac!vi!es  

TV showing of Royal Wedding About 50 people had a7ended the screening of 

the Royal Wedding through the digital projector, 40 of whom had no 

connec�on with the church.  The event was a great success, ending with a 

buffet lunch and wedding cake.  It was agreed that in future such events should 

have an admission charge rather than asking for dona�ons.  It was agreed to go 

ahead with the last three days of Wimbledon.  

Table Top Sale  The first of a monthly Table Top sale has been held and over 

£75 raised.  It had been a good event for drawing people into the building. 

Luncheon Club  Eighteen people have paid their £1 membership fee to join the 

Weekly Luncheon Club held each Monday in the Strand hall.  All of them are 

very grateful to the Centre for star�ng the Club up, and they are very 

apprecia�ve of the standard of the cooking.  There are three teams of two 

people preparing and serving, each once a month.  On the fourth Monday 

Wanda & Peter Chisle7 prepare the food but they are not able to serve.  Would 

anyone like to come as the servers on that Monday? 

Daily Coffee Mornings Not so much progress has been made in star�ng a daily 

Charity Coffee morning in the auditorium.  Cancer Research takes on 

Wednesdays from 8
th
 June, when our Coffee Morning switches to Thursday and 

becomes Coffee and Kids from 9
th
 June.  This is a new form of the Parents & 

toddlers Group.  Research suggests that Wednesdays is the day in Dawlish 

when there are most ac�vi�es for pre-school children and it was felt that it was 

not sensible to be in compe��on with them.  There are fewer on Thursdays, 

and it has been decided to emphases that we offer a small and quiet space in 

contrast to many of the larger and noisier mornings for parents and younger 

children.  This does not mean that the Coffee Morning is only for parents and 

toddlers; we hope those who have regularly supported our Wednesday Coffee 

Mornings will support this new venture as well. 
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Plans for future ac!vi!es 

Concerts Jean Po7er has agreed to organise a concert on the first Friday of each 

month.  The first will be an Organ Recital by Aubrey Maybin on 3
rd
 June.  She is 

making enquiries about a possible Jazz Concert, and sending invita�ons to various 

local choirs.  She would welcome sugges�ons for groups or individuals to invite. 

The Strand Dinner We are arranging a date for the Strand Dinner for senior 

people in the county and district councils, as well as leaders of key groups in 

Dawlish.  The meal will be served in the auditorium and cooked in the kitchen to 

demonstrate what it is possible for us to do now on the premises.  We will need 

help from many church people to prepare and serve the meal, so that church 

officials and the Strand trustees can mingle with the guests.  The date is 22 June. 

Other events:  The next Burns Supper will be  on 28
th
 January.  We are looking at 

holding a Wedding Fair in the auditorium; this might lead to other trade fairs. 

Publicity  

Strand Slow progress is being made on the produc�on of the first edi�on of 

strand, the informa�on leaflet which will replace spire.  A delivery firm will see 

that this gets to every house in Dawlish.  The congrega�on has been asked to pay 

towards the cost of strand on the basis of the percentage of church pages in it.  

Website The Strand Centre website (www.strandcentre.org.uk) is up and running.   

WHO RUNS WHAT 

The Elders Execu�ve and the Strand trustees have agreed that it is necessary to 

sort out who is responsible for events within the Centre.  The provisional list is: 

Centre events Church events 

Luncheon Club Knit and Chat 

Daily Coffee Mornings Bible Study 

Keep Fit Friendship Hour 

Coffee and Kids 

TV events 

Table Top sales 

Concerts 

Socials (New Year Party; Burns Night; St David’s Day evening) 

Public events (eg the Alterna�ve Vote debate) 

In future publicity all events will be badged as either Strand Church or Strand 

Centre with the appropriate logo clearly visible. 
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NEXT STEPS IN BUILDING DEVELOPMENT 

Planning permission  

Teignbridge District Council has rejected a planning applica�on to remove the 

outside steps and lower the windows and doors on the south front of the 

church, despite our geQng permission to lower the floor inside to provide 

good disabled access.  It was agreed to resubmit the proposals and ensure 

that they are dealt with by the whole Planning Commi7ee and not on officers’ 

recommenda�on which happened with the first applica�on. 

The Strand Trust has now taken over responsibility for the next stages of the 

Refurbishment.  Its trustees and the Elders Execu�ve Group had a joint 

mee�ng to review the situa�on.  During a long discussion, the original vision 

was reaffirmed, several advisors speaking of the excitement which they felt 

about it, and affirming that this could be translated into financial support.  It 

was pointed out that there had not been �me to see whether the details of 

the Vision were viable, but indica�ons (eg the weekly Luncheon Club, the TV 

showing of the Royal Wedding and the increased use of the auditorium) were 

encouraging.   

At the conclusion of the discussion there was general consensus that  

lowering the floor of the main building was not a high priority; ini�ally 

disabled access might be provided in a different way.  

the aim in grant applica�ons would be to seek support for specific projects 

which could be costed separately and which could be fi7ed into the overall 

final vision. 

because the gallery could not be used by the public, it would be reasonable 

to remove the exis�ng stone stairs and create temporary access for storage 

purposes provided provision was made to install a staircase at a later date. 

The following conclusions were reached: 

In staging the Refurbishment, the priori�es are  

 having decent toilets and a kitchen at the south end of the building 

 geQng disabled access (even on a temporary basis) 

 providing a street chapel 

Paul Heighway will work on schemes based on previous drawings which he 

has already done which will show the various op�ons.  He will report to a 

mee�ng on Tuesday 21
st
 June. 
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FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

DEEPENING SPIRITUALITY 

Textures of S!llness  Sat 25 June  Buckfast Abbey   URC Synod event 

URC minister Kate Compston, who now works as a psychodynamic counsellor 

and therapist, is leading this quiet day.  Cost £20 inc lunch. 

Finding God in Crea!on 14– 16 Oct 

Glastonbury  URC Synod Retreat 

An explora�on of the crea�vity of 

God led by URC minister Angela 

Steele who runs a small holding in 

a small rural village breeding rare 

animals.  She is passionate about 

the integrity of crea�on.  Cost 

£120. 

Mystery in the Muddle  31 Oct to 

4 Nov   Bath   Synod Silent Retreat 

A series of reflec�ons based on the 

journal of Qoheleth in Ecclesiastes 

with its implica�ons for pastoral 

ministry and church life.  Cost 

£210. 

Commitment for Life June Prayer 

What does the Lord require of you 

but to do jus�ce, to love kindness,  

and to walk humbly with your God?  
Micah 6:8   

As we look at all we possess, 

We see your words 

 in the lives of the poor  

`Do justly. love mercy,  

walk humbly with your God' 

May we never be found wan�ng. 

as we pass by on the other side. 

May we never be found wan�ng 

as we live by the faith we inherit. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 12 JUNE IS PENTECOST 

What was it like for the person 

who first felt the excitement of being 

blown along by the wind? 

We do not need to know all about it; 

we know that however much we know,  

we know but li7le. 

Pentecost asks the one ques�on that  

God asks each one of us; 

"Will you allow the wind of my spirit 

to fill your sails 

and take you to the edge of your courage? 

“Will you allow me to propel you in safety 

across depths you cannot imagine? 

Will you lose control of your own des�ny, 

trus�ng that I can take you there?" 

Nothing less than everything will do. 

The price is total love. 

The reward is freedom unimagined. 

With him then, 

we dare to answer the ques�ons  

Pentecost asks of us; 

with him we can dare to say: 

"Into your hands I commend my spirit.” 
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8  SERVICES IN JUNE 

Morning Services at 10.30 unless otherwise stated   

   5 Holy Communion Revd Janet Su7on (URC minister in Collompton) 

 12 Pentecost Service   Revd Roger Whitehead  

  19  Trinity Sunday Revd Roger Whitehead 

 26  Family Service  Revd Roy Richards (re�red URC, minister Brixham) 

 Evening Service 

 26 6.30 Iona Service united with Methodists in our church. 

 REGULAR WEEKLY CHURCH EVENTS 

(events in italics are organised by The Strand Centre) 

Mondays 12.30 - 2.00 Luncheon Club (Strand Hall) 

Tuesdays 2.00 - 4.00 Knit &  Chat (not 7
th
 & 21

st
) 

Wednesdays 10.00 - 12.00 Coffee Morning (Church = 1
st
; then Cancer Research) 

 2.30 -  3.30 Friendship Hour   

Thursdays 10.00 - 12.00 Coffee & Kids (from 9
th
) 

 2.30 - 3.30 Keep Fit  

Fridays 12.30 - 2.00 Bible Study Group (not 3
rd
) 

 5.45 - 6.45 Choir prac!ce   

ADDITIONAL MEETINGS IN JUNE 

Fri 3 7.30 Organ Recital by Aubrey Maybin 

Sat 4 10.00 Table Top Sale in the auditorium 

Thurs 9 6.00 Elders Mee�ng 

Fri  10 12.15 Luncheon Club Steering Group mee�ng 

Tue 14 10.00 Home Aid Coffee Morning for St Petroc’s, Exeter 

Fri 17 3.45 Messy Church (in Methodist Hall) 

Tue 21 10.00 Strand Centre Trustees 

Thurs 22 7.30 Strand Dinner 

 DAWLISH UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

Minister Revd Roger Whitehead 28 High Street 889 098 

Secretary Mrs Rosemary Holmes 3 Sampson Co7ages 862 620 

& bookings   Brook Street 

Treasurer Mr Rychard Winslade 3 Prospect House 866 948 

   East Cliff Road 


