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It is five months since the work on the nave was completed.  In that short �me 

we have seen the new space used by a wide variety of groups for many 

purposes, and overwhelming support and commenda�on for what has been 

done.  The Strand Centre is now recognised within the dra  Dawlish 

Neighbourhood Plan as one of the key community facili�es for the enhance-

ment of the town.  We have a lot  to be thankful for. 

It is worth at this moment reflec�ng on why we have spent so much �me, 

energy and money on se'ng up the Strand Centre.  The reason is that 

developing the building as a community centre gives us a rare opportunity to 

engage with the community.  We who are familiar with church do not realise 

how in�mida�ng most people find it to come into a church building apart 

from for weddings and funerals.  Many people think of the church as a club for 

a minority, interested primarily in self-preserva�on.  The language and tunes 

of our hymns are very far from the words and music of Bri�sh culture.  What 

sustains and nourishes our faith sadly does not do the same for the majority 

who were not brought up within the church. 

By leasing our building to the Centre and by not insis�ng that a majority of 

trustees must be church people, we are demonstra�ng the servant model of 

Jesus who surrendered all he had.  By encouraging and suppor�ng the 

community work done in the building we are demonstra�ng that we 

are con�nuing Jesus’ healing ministry, though in a different way 

from him.  By helping the town to address some of its problem 

areas we are affirming that the followers of Jesus are as relevant 

to life today as Jesus was to those in Pales�ne 2000 years ago.  

It is a great privilege and responsibility to have this opportunity.  

ROGER WHITEHEAD 

information  from  
Strand Church  
the church with the spire 

September 2011 
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2  NEWS FROM THE STRAND CENTRE 

Building work 

During the summer our architect has been ill and this has delayed work on the 

organ safety rail and the ven"la"on pipes.  However, it is hoped that the 

sound system is now be7er.  For health and safety reasons, it has been 

decided to go ahead quickly with temporary disabled access using the ramp 

kindly given to us by Andrew Fuller.  One of our trustees, John Seaborne, is 

supervising this work, which we an�cipate will be partly covered by the grant 

from the Town Council.  There will probably need to be a grand clear out of the 

lower entrance when the ramp is fi7ed.  Thanks to trustee Councillor Rosalind 

Prowse a new cooker and a new fridge can be bought for the upstairs 

kitchene&e which should be re-fi7ed by early September.  

Developing the work 

Oakwood Court College will run a Coffee Morning on Mondays in the foyer 

from 26th September, and will serve lunches on Tuesday from 26
th
 in the hall.  

In addi�on to being a welcome step towards daily coffee mornings, it will give 

the young people experience of interac�ng with the wider community and 

prepare them for finding work when the leave the college.  We are delighted at 

this new area of work, and we hope friends will support the College young 

people.  The Garden Trust may take over these ac�vi�es during school 

holidays.  Training for show dogs is now added to the ac�vi�es in the hall. 

Friends of the Centre 

Already a few people have become members of The Friends.  We hope more 

church people will join—a small dona�on and (preferably regular giving by 

standing order) is all that is needed, and joining encourages us and gives 

credibility to our grant applica�ons. 

Flower Fes"val  

The highlight of the summer for the Centre was the Flower Fes�val.  There 

were 17 displays and volunteering informa�on available.  During the six days 

we es�mate over 400 people visited the Centre.  61% of holiday makers and 

36% of locals came to the Centre for the first �me.  96 ques�onnaires were  

completed, indica�ng that providing disabled access is the top priority.  There 

was overwhelming support for our plans to develop community ac�vi�es.   

A team of stalwarts served cream teas from 10.00 to 4.00 each day, and 

survived about 60 people arriving together a er the early end to the Air Show.  

The teas raised £342 (net) and £94 was given in dona�ons.    This is a welcome 

addi�on to our income, though this was not a money-making venture, but an 

opportunity to show off the Centre and talk about its work.   

 



3 The congrega�on as usual gave away free drinks while wai�ng for the 

Carnival procession, and dona�ons of £52 were received. 

The Fes�val would not have been a success if it had not been for a few 

people who gave a lot of �me to welcome, talk to, and serve those 

who came, and we are very grateful to them.  

Grants 

Sadly we are not one of the local chari�es supported by the new Sainsbury’s.  

We have made two grant applica�ons, for the ven�lators and acous�cs. 

STRAND CENTRE WEEKLY EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER 

Mon 10.30 - 12.30 Third Age social gathering ¤ 

 12.30 - 2.00 Luncheon Club  � 

Tue 2.30 - 9.30 Ballet School (from 13th) � 

Wed 10.00 - 12.00 Cancer Research Coffee Morning with stalls § 

 2.30 - 4.30 Third Age social gathering ¤ 

 7.30 - 9.00 Show Dog Training � 

Thurs 10.00 - 12.00 Coffee Morning § 

 10.00 - 12.00 Third Age Mee"ng Speaker & refreshments  � 

 2.30 - 3.30 Keep Fit   Physical ac�vity for older people�   

 5.00 - 9.30 Ballet School  (from 22
nd
) � 

Fri 10.30 - 12.30 Third Age social gathering ¤ (not 23rd & 30th) 

Sat 9.00 - 2.00 Ballet School (from 17th) 

Monthly Programme 

Week  actual date 

2
nd 
 Tues  10.00 13

th
 Home Aid Charity Coffee  §  (see page 5) 

1
st
   Fri  7.30 2

nd
 Friday Evening Events § (see page 5) 

1
st    
Sat 10.00 3

rd
 Table Top Sale §  for a table phone 867355 

SPECIAL EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER 

Sat 3 10.00 - 1.00 Table Top Sale for a table phone 867 355 §  

  7.00 - 9.00 Cancer Research Concert (see page 5) § 

Tue 6 10.30 - 12.30 Third Age Social group ¤ 

  9.00 - 11.00 SCT trustees # 

Sat 10 10.00 - 3.30 Stamp Club Exhibi"on 

Tue 13 10.00 - 12.00 Home Aid Coffee Morning: for Chris�an Aid § 

Sat 24 9.00 - 1.00 Rotary Coffee Morning & Recruitment § 

3 

 for key to symbols see back page 



4 
4 

  ELDERS MEETING NOTES 

There was no Elders Mee�ng in August, and so there is no report, and 

progress in outstanding ma7ers has been slow. 

Legal ma&ers It is not clear when the lease will be signed; a sub-lease has to be 

prepared to give the congrega�on exclusive use of the upper tower room (the 

space above the present tower room).  We also await Companies House’s 

agreement to changing one of the Objects to reflect the change of the name of 

the congrega�on.   

Insurance  An expert in insuring churches has been appointed as the insurance 

broker for the Synod Trust (for the structure of the property), for the Centre 

(for maintenance work; furniture and ac�vi�es); and the for congrega�on 

(furniture and ac�vi�es).  It is hoped that one company will insure all three 

organisa�ons so that, if a claim has to be made, there is not a demarca�on 

dispute about responsibility.  This means iden�fying what furniture the Centre 

owns and what the congrega�on con�nues to own.  

THE BASIS OF FAITH OF THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

Within the one, holy, catholic, apostolic Church the United Reformed Church 

acknowledges its responsibility under God: 

 to make its life a con�nual offering of itself and the world to God in 

adora�on and worship through Jesus Christ; 

 to receive and express the renewing life of the Holy Spirit in each place and 

in its total fellowship, and there to declare the reconciling and saving power 

of the life, death and resurrec�on of Jesus Christ; 

 to live out, in joyful and sacrificial service to all in their various physical and 

spiritual needs, that ministry of caring, forgiving and healing love which Jesus 

Christ brought to all whom he met; 

 and to bear witness to Christ's rule over the na�ons in all the variety of their 

organised life.  

 

OFFERINGS AND OTHER SPECIAL INCOME 

 Sunday Offerings* Special Collec"ons and Events 

 2011 2010 Coffee Mornings in July (2010  = £128) £105 

July  £1,282 £1,731 Refurbishment Fund  £38 

Year (so far)  £9,833 £11,894  Sales of chairs (£0) mugs (£25)   £25 

East Africa Famine   £56  Commitment for Life £256 

  * includes standing orders etc but not Gi& Aid rebates 

 



5 NOTICEBOARD 

Cancer Research Concert  3
rd
 at 7.00)  auditorium 

This replaces our September First Friday event.  There will be a selec�on 

of music for all tastes given by Two’s Company (vocal duo); Ayres and Graces 

(recorder trio) and Aubrey Maybin (organ and keyboard).  All the performers 

have been well received on previous occasions, so we are assured of a very good 

evening.  Tickets only £7 (includes wine, cheese and cake!). 

Induc"on of new minister at Central United Church, Torquay  4
th
 at 10.30 

Ministry at Central Church alternates between URC and Methodist ministers.  

The successor to URC minister Glyn Millington is Revd Gavin Hancocks and he is 

to be inducted on 4th September at 10.30.  We would be glad for some folk from 

the Strand Church to represent us at it—offer to Rosemary Holmes, please. 

Home Aid’s Coffee Morning on 13
th
 is for Chris�an Aid 

Wanda Chisle7, who organises Home Aid is renowned for her preserves and 

cakes which makes the monthly Coffee Morning a par�cular delight.  This month 

the good cause is Chris�an Aid, one of the chari�es through which Chris�ans 

give prac�cal expression to Jesus’ injunc�on to care for the widows, orphans, 

strangers and those who are ill. 

URC Churches Quiz Evening  - Central Church Wednesday 7
th 
Sept at 7.30. 

We have an excellent track record at the Quiz Evenings.  We would like to enter 

two teams.  Speak to Rosermary Holmes if you are willing to be in a team - li s 

are available. 

Men’s Breakfast  17
th
 -  temporary venue Co on Parish Hall at 8.30 

Usual excellent cooked breakfast and good company; discussion on the last 

season’s topics of politics, law and order, NHS, war and peace and the police. 

Harvest Fes"val 

The provisional date for our Harvest Fes�val is 16
th
 October.  More details later. 

Two Events in October 

The annual Synod retreat is Finding God in Creaon, an explora�on of the 

crea�vity of God at Glastonbury 14
th
 -16

th
 October.  Details from Jean Po7er or 

Roger Whitehead.   

Devon & Cornwall Police are holding an event Redeeming our Communies on 

20
th
 October in Plymouth to promote social transforma�on by improving 

community engagement and partnership.   It is run by a na�onal charity which 

has a proven track record in se'ng both prac�cal and achievable visions.  It 

would be good to be represented—speak to Roger Whitehead for more details. 
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6 TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR OUR CHILDREN 

Yes, I'm angry! I'm full of righteous indigna�on.  It's the poli�cians who 

should be in jail not the children!  I'm disgusted at the reac�on of our 

leaders to the riotous behaviour of the children they have produced. 

Where is the jus�ce in locking up 14-year-old children who have expressed 

remorse and whose parents have gone to court and accepted responsibility 

for correc�ng the behaviour of their wayward children? Where is the jus�ce in 

locking up a mother of two who was asleep throughout the riots but accepted 

an item of looted clothing and so became a receiver of stolen goods? What's 

going to happen to her children whilst she's in jail? Will they be put into care 

and suffer the fate of the 60,000 abandoned children cared for by our 

discredited state system? 

Yes, the behaviour of the children and young people who caused the damage 

was criminal, but the crude exercise of power by our jus�ce system is an 

appalling example of injus�ce.  First-�me offenders have always been given a 

second chance, especially if there is a good chance that they will reform their 

ways. But what we have seen is an exercise of crude power by an outraged 

judiciary demonstra�ng their power over the powerless. 

David Cameron talks about a broken society whose moral values are collaps-

ing.  But who is responsible? Both Labour and Conserva�ve Governments 

have deliberately undermined tradi�onal values to promote their so-called 

‘equality’ agendas that have undermined marriage and family values. They 

have produced a genera�on of parents and teachers who are either unable or 

unwilling to teach children the basic difference between right and wrong 

because they themselves have been brainwashed and deceived. 

We are now two genera�ons away from those who were taught the basic 

Chris�an values that provided the founda�on upon which the na�on was 

based. We now have the outrageous sight of poli�cians and law enforcement 

officers combining to condemn the genera�on of children they themselves are 

responsible for crea�ng! We need men like the prophet Amos to thunder 

down the corridors of Whitehall, "Let jus�ce roll down like a river and right-

eousness like a never-ending stream!" But our leaders are so blinded by their 

own false teaching that they are unable even to understand the meaning of 

the word "jus�ce". May God forgive us for what we have done to this na�on!  

Reproduced from Contemporary Comments by Revd Dr Clifford Hill, a lecturer in 

Sociology who founded the Newham Renewal Project. He is a Congregational minister. 

 

 



7 FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

COMMITMENT FOR LIFE PRAYER  

FOR SEPTEMBER 

Then he will answer them,  

"Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it  

 to one of the least of these,  

you did not do it to me"       Ma+hew 25:45 

“I was hungry, but you would not feed me,  

thirsty but you would not give me a drink.” 

 Lord forgive us, for we know not what we do. 

“I was a stranger 
 but you would not welcome me in your homes,  

naked but you would not clothe me.” 

 Lord forgive us, for we know not what we do.  

“I was sick and in prison,  

but you would not take care of me.” 

 Lord forgive us, for we know not what we do. 

“I was hungry and you fed me, 

thirsty and you gave me a drink.” 

 Lord forgive us, when we do not recognise you. 

“I was a stranger and you received me  

in your homes, 
naked and you clothed me.” 

 Lord forgive us, when we do not recognise you.  

“I was sick and you took care of me,  

in prison and you visited me.” 

 Lord forgive us, when we do not recognise you.  
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“GOD IS DEAD!” 

A few men said 

that God was dead 

and some men started weeping. 

A number hoped 

that God was doped 

and started celebra�ng. 

But many fear 

the day is near 

when God will be forgo7en. 

And so it's �me again, God, 

great and good and one God, 

to show yourself again. 

Expose yourself in Jesus Christ, 

 and show yourself 

in the heaven above, 

in the earth below, 

and deep in us. 

Show yourself 

in the Word of God, 

in your sons we meet, 

and deep in us. 

Show yourself 

as you have done before. 

Show us enough 

to strengthen our faith, 

our ji7ery hearts, 

our searching minds, 

our buckling knees, 

and make your promise sure. 

Be God, God.  Be God. 

‘God is dead’ is a widely-quoted 

statement by German philosopher 

Friedrich Nietzsche.   In one theo-

logical campus graffi� appeared 

“God is dead” – Nietzsche.  

“Nietzsche is dead” - God.  

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling 

to what is good. Be devoted to one another 

in brotherly love.  Honour one another above 

yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep 

your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  Be 

joyful in hope, pa�ent in afflic�on, faithful in 

prayer.  Share with God's people who are in 

need. Prac�ce hospitality.       Romans 12:9-13 
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STRAND CHURCH SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER 

Morning Services at 10.30 unless otherwise stated §   

   4 Communion & Prayers for Healing  Revd Roger Whitehead  

 11 Family Service  Mrs Marie Mills  

 18 Family Service  Revd Heather Whyte 

  25 Holy Communion  Jean Po7er & The Worship Team 

 Evening Service  

 25  6.30 Iona Service united in the Methodist Church 

 REGULAR WEEKLY CONGREGATIONAL EVENTS 

Tuesdays 2.00 - 4.00 Knit &  Chat # (starts 20th then 4th Oct) 

Thursdays 10.00 - 12.00 Coffee Morning (run by the church for the Centre)§ 

 2.30 -  3.30 Friendship Hour # (starts 8th)  

Fridays 12.30 - 2.00 Bible Study Group #  (starts 9th) 

 5.45 - 6.45 Choir Prac"ce # 

CONGREGATION’S ACTIVITIES IN SEPTEMBER 

Wed 7 7.30 URC Churches Quiz Evening  Central, Torquay 

Mon 12 6.00 Elders Mee"ng # 

Tue 13 2.30 Torbay Mission Team Forum mee�ng # 

Fri 16 3.45 Messy Church, Methodist Church Hall 

Sat 17 8.30 Men’s Breakfast Co on Parish Hall (see page 5) 

  10.00 URC Musicians Guild § 

§ in the auditorium                                     �    in the Strand Hall  

¤ in the upper lounge of Strand Hall        #   in the foyer 

 

THE STRAND CHURCH 

Minister Revd Roger Whitehead 28 High Street 889 098 

Secretary Mrs Rosemary Holmes 3 Sampson Co7ages 862 620 

& bookings    Brook Street 

Treasurer Mr Rychard Winslade 3 Prospect House 866 948 

   East Cliff Road 

website: www.strandchurch.org.uk phone:   01626 889038 

   The Strand Church is a member of the United Reformed Church 


