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FROM THE MINISTER 

For most of us our Chrisan lives are lived out in the small group which is our 

congregaon, with occasional experience of local united worship.  It is, 

therefore, somemes difficult to feel part of a wider fellowship of Chrisans, 

even though Chrisans are the largest faith group in the world and in many 

parts of the world the Church is growing at a great rate. 

I think this is one of the reasons why we are o�en less confident in our faith 

than those in other parts of the world.  One of the common features among 

the New Churches in Britain, which are o�en those which are growing, is that 

they gather their congregaons frequently for celebraon.  In a congregaon 

of our size there is o�en no opportunity to share in a large gathering, so we 

miss out on the sense of being part of a larger body with the excitement and 

smulaon which that brings. 

That is why the Synod Day on 27
th

 October is not yet another demand on our 

me to be avoided, but an important part of our Chrisan experience.  There 

is full informaon about it elsewhere in this edion of In Touch, and I hope 

many of us will be able to be part of the Day. 

One feature will be each local church making its own contribuon and 

although we are small we have an important story to share.  We have made 

becoming part of the local community the central focus of our mission, and 

we have begun to transform a building which was ideal for 19
th

 century 

Chrisanity into a building which meets the spiritual challenges of the 21
st

 

century.  We can be confident in our story. 

On a local level, the Elders Meeng has decided to celebrate the 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee with a united morning service on 3
rd

 June 

at 11.00 in St Gregory’s.  I believe it will  be an act of Chrisan 

witness to the town to see Chrisans coming together to celebrate 

a great day in our naon’s life, and to invite the townsfolk and 

the local organisaons to share with us in the celebraon.   

ROGER WHITEHEAD 
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ELDERS MEETING REPORT 

Arising from Church Mee�ng 

Church Meeng expressed concern about the level of its 

contribuon to the Ministry and Mission Fund, and the Synod authories have 

lowered the figure by about £2,000 pa.  The Elders Meeng has asked for 

discussion with them about a long term formula which recognises that the 

provision of ministry in Dawlish is not cosng the denominaon or Synod any 

money.  The Elders Meeng also asked the Synod Trust for a grant towards the 

£17,500 legal fees incurred in the se<ng up of the lease of the building to the 

Strand Community Trust.  The final bill will be paid by the Synod but it is not 

clear whether this is a loan or a grant.  It seems as if the cost of dealing with 

the trefoil and the dry rot will be taken from the proporon of the annual 

rental income from the manse remi=ed to the congregaon as a grant not a 

loan.  It has been agreed that key Synod officers will meet separately with the 

elders and then with the Strand Centre trustees to sort out proper and 

sustainable ways of organising the finances; it is not clear whether this meeng 

can be held before June. 

Ugbrooke Grant 

A joint Church and Centre working group has been set up to look at the 

implicaons of the work made possible by the Ugbrooke Landfill Trust’s grant 

to the Centre of £20,000.  It recommended that the new kitchene=e in the 

foyer should be larger than the exisng one in order that two or three people 

could work in it at the same me, and that it be equipped to provide a range of 

hot snacks. This report was endorsed and will be considered by the Strand 

trustees. The group also recommended a review of Health & Safety in both 

kitchens in the hall and in all the toilets [see page 5].   

Snippets 

Time was spent going over all that Marie and Roger Whitehead do to cover 

their absence.  The meeng agreed policy on preaching fees: all preachers 

coming from the Torbay and Exeter areas will receive a fee of £15 to include 

travelling expense; those coming from outside the area will receive the Synod 

mileage rate plus a fee with a minimum offered of £15.  Some minor changes 

to the way we run Café Worship were agreed; the next two will be based on 

the Bible studies which have been circulated in preparaon for the General 

Assembly in the summer.  Jean Po=er is a Synod representave to it. 

Implica�ons of the signing of the lease on the church building  

The elders reflected on the mission of the church now that the Strand Trust is 

responsible for looking a�er the building.  Key points in the discussion were: 

 



3 In welcoming the openness of the building and its increasing use by the 

community it is also important to build up the fellowship of the 

congregaon, and the most effecve way is probably to increase the 

number of social events for the congregaon, in parcular to have more 

church Sunday lunches which are well a=ended.  The Meeng also considered 

how we can make known our welcome to people who have no church 

connecon; this has to be done sensively.  One suggeson was to hold a joint 

Open Day with the Strand Centre users and invite people to come in and learn 

about all that goes on in the Centre, including the life of the church.  The elders 

believed that Friendship Hour is an important point of access for newcomers, 

and we hope that it will connue, though its leader, Jan Adams, is concerned 

about the few who now a=end.  Knit and Chat is a similar point of access.   

The Meeng wrestled with how to meet local people where they are.  One idea 

was to hold a Pet Service designed to a=ract those Dawlish residents for whom 

their pet was their companion (o�en widows and widowers.)  

Comments on all these ideas are very welcome. 

 

SYNOD DAY – 27 OCTOBER 2012 

Where and how to get there 

The event is being held in Queen’s College, Taunton.  Coaches are 

being arranged to collect people from each town, so there will be no problem 

ge<ng there and back.  The price of the cket includes the coach journey. 

Our contribu�on 

There will be a small table for each church to display items or pictures illustrang 

its history, and to share the life of the church today and tomorrow.  To help 

understand our history, there will be a Timeline showing when each church in 

the Synod was founded. Every church is asked to create a small postcard with a 

picture or a brief comment to show where it fits.  The Synod Day coincides with 

the celebraon of the 40
th

 birthday of the United Reformed Church, so each 

church is also to bring a small piece of birthday cake, decorated with the name 

of the church on it. 

Prepare for the theme of the Day: Conscience, Celebra�on and Challenge 

Creave people are invited to write a new hymn, based on one or more of our 

themes of Conscience, Celebraon, and Challenge, and submit them for 

consideraon by the well known hymn-writer Alan Gaunt, who will be with us at 

Synod Day.  Hymns need to be in by Sunday 2
nd

 September, to allow me to look 

at them. The best hymns will be included in a small booklet that will be produced 

in me for Synod Day, and one of them may be used in the final worship. 
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 Similarly, we are challenged to write a new, original poem on 

one or all of our themes of Conscience, Celebraon, and 

Challenge, or to create a unique postcard (A6 landscape), or 

paint a picture (A4 landscape). Fuller details are available. 

What will be happening?  

There will be a drama based around the events of 1662, when 2000 ministers 

were thrown out of the established church – an event that was the real start 

of Non-Conformism as we know it today.  

There will be several workshops to learn about and discuss different aspects 

of the URC, its history and faith.  These will be led by eminent 

speakers.  Music and choral work has been a part of our tradion since 

the beginning of our churches, and there will be musical and 

choral performances for you to listen to, and perhaps take part in, during 

the day.  

Worship  

Our celebraon day will end with a formal act of worship, to be held in the 

magnificent auditorium at Queens College, Taunton, which will seat over 500 

people. We will rejoice, we will remember, and we will respond to the 

challenges of our Chrisan faith today. We will worship with all those in our 

sister churches and we will make a joyful noise to our Lord. At the end we will 

go our separate ways strengthened and inspired, the be=er able to witness to 

Christ in our own local community.  

What to do next 

We will be collecng names shortly, so we can take advantage of the discount 

for early booking. 

STRAND CENTRE REPORT 

The April trustees meeng was mainly about building and finance. 

Buildings 

The dry rot has been dealt with successfully.  Shelving has been put in the 

alcove of the tower room and this has meant that a lot of the material which 

we use only occasionally can be stored dily away.  The roof in the passage 

way as you go from the toilet area to the hall has deteriorated badly and poor 

drainage was the cause of the dry rot.  As this passage way is increasingly 

being used and food is taken from one building to the other, we are looking 

for be=er roof which will also give access to the roof valleys in that area 

because they can easily get blocked. 
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We have spent me designing the new kitchene7e which will replace 

the exisng one in the foyer.   The new one will be where the piano is 

now, and it will be larger to allow at least three people to work in it at 

the same me.  We are planning for an increase in the range of hot snacks 

which will be available, so equipment will include a fridge, freezer and 

dishwasher!   

Planning the kitchene=e was a spur to ensuring we met modern Health & 

Safety requirements.  Paper towels will replace cloth towels and there will be 

new fi<ngs in all  the toilets.  Cleaning remains a problem because of the 

varied use there is of the Centre.  The trustees are considering some paid work, 

but they also want to develop the ‘inspector’ idea of someone going right 

through the building each day.  If you would like to volunteer even a day a 

month, we would be grateful. 

Finance 

As one trustee said, the Centre is rapidly becoming a business.  VAT is complex 

and reclaiming it is me consuming.  We are grateful to Geoff Willis for the me 

he gives to keep the Centre financially sound.  The new le:ng charges have 

come into effect, and the number of bookings is increasing significantly.   

Our main need is for a development officer who will act as an unofficial Centre 

Manager and also increase the commercial bookings.  We are convinced that 

the auditorium could be be=er used than it is at present.  We are applying for a 

grant to provide a salary for enough me  to enable the work of the Centre to 

develop and so it can take over paying the manager from income. 

Violet Ball 

We are really excited about the Violet Ball (see the advert on page 4).  It is going 

to be the social event of the year.  With a great band and a five star buffet we 

are sure of special evening out.  We hope members of the congregaon will 

give us their full support.  Buy your cket soon to avoid disappointment. 

OFFERINGS AND OTHER SPECIAL INCOME 

 Sunday Offerings* Special Collec�ons and Events 

 2012 2011  

March £1,694 £1,595 Coffee Mornings in Mar  (2011 = £88) £210 

Total to date £4,325 £5,670 Chris�an Aid (our Lent Lunches) £192 

* includes standing orders etc but not Gi� Aid rebates  
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REVIVING THE TRADITION OF DAWLISH’S VIOLET BALL 

Friday 11th May at 7.30 

dancing to the Ice House Five                  buffet supper dress smart casual 
 with something violet 

ticket £10 carriages 10.30 

In aid of The Strand Centre and Cancer Research 

STRAND CHURCH NOTICE BOARD 

Dawlish Home Aid’s charity on 8
th

 May is St Gregory’s, and this 

month it is moving from our church to the Vicarage Garden, 13 West 

Cliff Road.  Even so, your support is appreciated, and you can be 

sure of a most enjoyable me. 

Thinking Ahead  

The next Synod Thinking Ahead Day will look at Harvest and Remembrance.  It 

is on 26
th

 May at Collumpton from 10.30 to 3.30.  Those interested in but not 

necessarily parcipang in the preparaon of worship are welcome.  We know 

this because past Thinking Ahead days have been enjoyable and smulang—

and helped enrich our worship. 

Jubilee arrangements  

On Sunday 3rd June we have a United Town Service in St Gregory’s at 11.00 

note the 
me.  Li�s are available either from your home or the church, in cars 

which will leave from 10.30 to 10.45 to take  our folk and visitors who do not 

realise that it is a united service. 

In the aBernoon we will be projecng the television coverage of The Thames 

River Pageant which is led by The Queen (exact mes later).  Suitable 

a�ernoon tea will be served.  All are welcome: it’s fun to watch in company. 

On Tuesday 5th we will project the Thanksgiving Service and Carriage 

Procession from 10.00.  Coronaon Chicken is on the menu for lunch.  More 

details next month. 

Synod Retreat  

The annual Synod Retreat will  be held 19
th

 to 21
st

 October at Abbey House, 

Glastonbury.  Entled Everyday God-a spirituality of ordinaries, it is led by Dr 

Paula Gooder, a lecturer in Biblical studies and Canon Theologian of 

Birmingham and Guildford Cathedrals. It is a silent retreat in quiet fellowship in 

which to find rich resources of spiritual strength.  Forms from Jean Po=er. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



7 FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

Christian Aid Week  13– 20 May 

A prayer for those who do street collections: 

Make my faith strong enough to take action. 

Make my faith strong enough to knock on doors and face rejection. 

Make my faith strong enough to keep on knocking. 

With campaigning, with lobbying with a heart  

   yearning for an end to poverty and injustice. 

 Commitment for Life prayer for May 

God, you are amazing! 

You will make my candle of hope  

a raging fire! 

You will make my calls for jusce  

part of a deafening roar! 

You will make my campaign le=er  

part of an avalanche! 

You will make my presence at a protest 

part of a multude! 

Thank you for choosing to act through us  

so that when we act together  

you will change the world! 

Ascension Day 

They looked up as he was taken from them 

And yet we o�en shuffle through life, 

shuffle through work, 

shuffle through worship 

with our eyes fixed on the ground. 

Li� our eyes, Lord, to see you ahead of us. 

Li� our hearts, Lord, to find you among us. 

Li� our feet, Lord, to follow where you went. 

Show us where the acon is, 

where your news is happening, 

where you are going now, 

and send us in that direcon. 

Send us, Lord. 

Really send us. 

Pentecost on 27th May 

Lord of the winds 

and fires of earth, 

before we turn cold and hard 

and blunt and brittle with apathy, 

agitate our spirits. 

Feed us with the flames  

of love and laughter 

that burn for us in others. 

Surprise them again. 

Surprise us again, 

surprise the earth again 

by rising  

and rising  

and rising 

and rising 

within our bodies 

within our senses, 

within our minds, 

within our faith. 

We ask because we can, 

thanks to you, 

Spirit-God-Man. 

Taken from “Interobang” 
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SERVICES IN MAY 

 6 10.30 Holy Communion  Revd Roger Whitehead  

 13 10.30 Chrisan Aid Sunday June Wilson 

 20 10.30 Prayer for Healing   Revd Roger Whitehead  

 27 10.30 Pentecost Revd Roger Whitehead 

 
Other Services  

 13 4.00 United Tea  Service for Chris�an Aid in our church 

 17 10.00 Ascension Day Service united with the Methodists in our church 

 27 6.30 Iona Service in the Methodist Church 

REGULAR CHURCH EVENTS 

Tuesdays 2.00 - 4.00 Knit & Chat (15
th

,
 
29

th
)  # 

Thursdays 10.00 - 12.00 Coffee Morning (with a children’s play area) § 

 2.30 - 3.30 Friendship Hour  # 

Fridays 12.30 - 2.00 Bible Study Group (resumes on May 11
th

) # 

 5.45 - 6.45 Choir Prac�ce #  (not 11th) 

ADDITIONAL MEETINGS IN MAY  

(on our premises unless otherwise indicated)   

Tue 1—St 5 10.00 Art Exhibi�on  §  all day 

Mon 8 10.00 Home Aid Coffee Morning for St Gregory’s § (see p 6) 

  6.00 Elders Mee�ng # 

Fri 11 7.30 VIOLET BALL § 

Tues 15 12.30 CTDD Ministers, 28 High Street 

Fri 18 3.45 Messy Church (Methodist Church Hall) 

Sat 19 8.30 Men’s Breakfast  (St Mary’s Church Hall Dawlish Warren)  

  10.00 Table Top Sale §  

Sat  26 10.30 Thinking Ahead Synod Day on Harvest, Collumpton 

THE STRAND CHURCH 

Minister Revd Roger Whitehead 28 High Street 889 098 

Ac�ng Sec Mrs Jean Po=er 1, Ivy Lane, Teignmouth  773856 

Treasurer Mr Rychard Winslade 3 Prospect House 866 948 

   East Cliff Road 

Bookings  Mrs Janet Garland 10, Luscombe Terrace 888312 


