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FROM THE MINISTER 

When the first Chris�ans read – or more probably heard – the 

opening words of John's gospel, they would have understood straight 

away quite a lot more than we do: “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was God.”  They would have realised that what is being said about Jesus 

is that his life is what God says and what God does.  Jesus is the place where 

all reality is focused, brought to a point.  

And when “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”, it was in humility 

and self-denying service.  God’s reality is in a borrowed stable with an unmarried 

mother, and a baby who grew up to wash other people’s feet.  No wonder 

Paul says that this seemed foolish to the Greek intellectuals and a stumbling 

block to the Jews who believed in a powerful and triumphant Messiah. 

Jesus is the Word - a word addressed to us. John goes on at once to tell us that 

the expected response was not forthcoming. Before we have even got to 

Christmas in the words of the gospel we are taken to Good Friday, and to the 

painful truth that the coming of Jesus splits the world into those who respond 

and those who don't.  

Once the Word is spoken in the world, when we have heard the Word, there is 

no way back. Our response to it, says the gospel again and again, is what 

shows who and what we really are, what is deepest in us, what 

means most to us.  And it challenges us, as we hear the story once 

again, to ask ourselves, how far is the story of this birth shaping 

our thinking and the way we live?  It challenges our a4tude to 

life and what we see as its purpose. 

ROGER WHITEHEAD 
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UNITED CHRISTIAN ACTION IN DAWLISH AND DISTRICT 

Membership Because of the problems caused by not having its own 

minister this year, Dawlish Methodist Church has not yet asked to join 

UCADD, but it is hoped that it will do so soon. Discussions are con�nuing with 

St Agatha’s to find an acceptable way in which its congrega�on can par�cipate. 

Charitable status has been granted to UCADD.  So dona�ons can now be gi< 

aided.  This completes the formal se4ng up of the Company. 

A Friends leaflet has been prepared, giving informa�on about what UCADD is 

planning.  Copies are available. Being a Friend is an encouraging sign of 

support; and Friends are invited to give to the work monthly or quarterly, 

preferably by Standing Order. 

Grant Applica#ons Sadly our grant applica�on to the Na�onal Churches Fund 

via the Diocese of Exeter was unsuccessful, but further grant applica�ons 

would be made in the future. 

PRIORITIES  

Night Shi' 

Night Shi< is the name which is to be used for the work of providing a night 

�me presence on the streets of Teignmouth and Dawlish.  A management 

commi>ee represen�ng both towns has been set up and it aims to have the 

first group on the streets in February.  It has also been decided to affiliate to 

Chris�an Nightlife Ini�a�ves rather than Street Pastors, though there is li>le 

difference between the two. 

In addi�on to appoin�ng Barrie Cooper the Coordinator, individuals are being 

approached to be Prayer Coordinator and Publicity Officer. 

There is a lot to do.  A process is being devised to interview all the 45 people 

who have volunteered so far.  They will then undertake training in January in a 

range of areas including first aid and confronta�on avoidance, as well as in the 

ethos of Night Shi< and its Code of Conduct.  Volunteers can serve in one of 

three areas– one of the teams on the streets; prayer support while the teams 

are on the streets; and the ‘café’ which is a place where the teams can rest and 

get refreshments, as well as a place where people can wait for help.  In other 

areas young people have been found too drunk to be responsible for 

 



3 themselves; others have lost their footwear; and others are ill.  They can be 

assisted home either by staff or by taxis. 

The ini�al costs are likely to be around £5,000, which is needed to purchase 

equipment ranging from high visibility jackets to secure phone communica�on in 

case a team gets involved in trouble; professional training in certain areas; café 

costs; and helpful resources such as flip flops for those who have lost their 

shoes.  We are pleased that some District Councillors are giving money from 

their Chari�es Fund. 

Chris#ans Against Poverty 

In discussing how to help people in unmanageable debt, the work which the 

Ci�zens Advice Bureau does in this area was recognised.  It was also decided that 

UCADD should take the ini�a�ve in seeking to establish a Teignbridge-wide 

Chris�ans Against Poverty organisa�on which would embrace and develop the 

work already being undertaken by Mars Hill Church, Teignmouth through 

Chris�ans Against Poverty.  This will not require providing funding or human 

support, though possible volunteers in Dawlish will be encouraged to support if 

they want to, and there will be some involvement by UCADD in the Teignbridge-

wide organisaton if/when it is set up. 

Food Banks 

The Board also considered what ac�on it might take in rela�on to food banks.  It 

was known that there are at least two organisa�ons and possibly three which 

are delivering food parcels to Dawlish residents, and several churches are 

collec�ng food and giving it to these organisa�ons.  It is not clear whether 

further help and support from UCADD is necessary.  No further ac�on will be 

taken at the moment, but it has been retained as one of UCADD’s priori�es, 

which is being explored. 

Changes to the office holders 

Treasurer  We are delighted to learn that Bob Baker has agreed to be the UCADD 

treasurer. He is an accountant in Exeter and a member of Dawlish Chris�an 

Fellowship.  

Administrator   Sadly Rachel Cooper has resigned as Administrator.  She has not 

only kept minutes etc but she has been a valued researcher on the implica�ons 

and needs of suggested projects. 
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ALONE ON CHRISTMAS DAY?ALONE ON CHRISTMAS DAY?ALONE ON CHRISTMAS DAY?ALONE ON CHRISTMAS DAY?    
 

Couples and singles are warmly invited toCouples and singles are warmly invited toCouples and singles are warmly invited toCouples and singles are warmly invited to    

Christmas Day Dinner at the Strand Christmas Day Dinner at the Strand Christmas Day Dinner at the Strand Christmas Day Dinner at the Strand 
ChurchChurchChurchChurch    

with all the traditional trimmingswith all the traditional trimmingswith all the traditional trimmingswith all the traditional trimmings    

noon to 2.30noon to 2.30noon to 2.30noon to 2.30    

Transport can be providedTransport can be providedTransport can be providedTransport can be provided    

No charge, but donations can be given to Christian AidNo charge, but donations can be given to Christian AidNo charge, but donations can be given to Christian AidNo charge, but donations can be given to Christian Aid    

For catering reasons, advanced booking is essential: ring 889 098    

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 Sunday 22

nd
 10.30 FAMILY SERVICE  (4th Sunday in Advent) 

 4.00 TRADITIONAL CAROL SERVICE 

  followed by a'ernoon tea 
  readings, carols  

Christmas Eve 4.00  CRIB SERVICE 

  an absolute must for all under 7’s 

  children come dressed as angels or shepherds 

 7.00 CANDLE LIT CAROL SERVICE 

  poems, readings, carols  

  all will receive a candle during the service 

 

Christmas Day 10.00 UNITED FAMILY SERVICE  

  in  the Methodist Church 

Sunday 29
th

 10.30 UNITED SERVICE in our church 

Christmas Events 



5 ELDERS MEETING REPORT 

During the mee�ng a card of good wishes and thanks to Paul Laybourne for her 

service as an elder was signed.  Pauline has been an elder for the last ten years, 

but she has felt that she cannot adequately look a<er a pastoral district.  She 

will con�nue to worship with us, and she serves in the Inspire Café one day a 

week. 

The grand piano is now on a frame which makes it easy to move about.  If you 

move it do NOT leave it in front of a heater.   

Face-li' grant applica#ons 

The Synod gives ‘face li<’ grants of 50% of the cost of repairs to church 

buildings.  Church Mee�ng agreed to ask for retrospec�ve grants for the 

eradica�on of dry rot; for making safe the filial (fleur-de-lys) on the Lawn Hill 

end of the apex of the Strand Hall; and for clearing out the infesta�on of birds in 

the roof space above the upper floor of the hall.  Thanks were expressed to 

Geoff Willis for the work which he did on this. 

Manse 

The Elders Mee�ng discussed the sugges�on of the Synod Treasurer to sell part 

of the ownership of the manse to the Synod to repay the debt on the roof.  Part 

of the deal would be that the manse would be available if it were needed in the 

future for a minister, and no rent would then be charged for it.  The elders could 

see no other way of paying off the £95,000 debt and recommended approval to 

Church Mee�ng.  If Church Mee�ng agrees it is hoped that this sale can be 

completed before the end of the year. 

Na#vity display 

A<er discussion it was decided not to have any special exhibi�on or display in 

the auditorium at Christmas 2013; another Exhibi�on of Na�vity Sets might be 

arranged in 2014 when it is hoped that there will be more volunteers available 

to steward the exhibi�on.  It was also suggested that the Dawlish Art Group 

might be approached to see if it would like to invite its members to display 

Christmas pain�ngs. 

New Year Party It was decided not to hold a New Year Party but to encourage 

a>endance the party being arranged by the Torbay URC group of churches on 

Saturday 18th January at 3 pm in Central Church, Torquay. It is likely but not 

certain that a Burns Night Supper will be held on Saturday 25
th

 January. 



6 NOTICEBOARD 
Parking  

Parking in Teignbridge car parks (eg the one by the taxi office and 

Barton car park) is free on Sundays un�l 17th April. On-street parking 

(eg The Strand) is controlled by Devon County Council and it is not free. 

Special delivery of cards to members 

Sending Christmas cards?  Post your Christmas cards to church members in the 

box in the foyer by 11
h
 December if possible.  Collect them from Sunday 15

th 
or 

on 23
rd

.   The money saved on stamps can be given to the Chapel Fund. 

Carols on the Lawn: Switching on the Christmas Lights (6th from 5.00) 

This year we assemble on the piazza at 5 pm with lanterns or torches.  The 

church choirs will lead the procession to the bandstand.  All three junior school 

choirs will be singing; and there will be a modern na�vity play.  A Christmas 

Card from the churches will be given out lis�ng all the churches’ Christmas 

services.  We have to provide stewards: offer to Jean Po>er or Roger Whitehead. 

Street market Sunday 8
th

—serving refreshments a'er the morning service 

We will be giving away hot drinks and offering toilets and a place to get warm 

in peace to passers-by at the street market.  Please offer your help. 

Remembering Service—Tuesday 10
th

   7.00  at St Gregory's Church 

This is a service par�cularly for those who have lost loved ones in the past few 

years and would like a quiet occasion to remember them.  You can light a 

candle and pray for the loved one.  All welcome—details from Roger Whitehead. 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS 

The offerings at the Christmas services will be  

Sunday 22
nd

 4.00 Carols and Tea Chris�an Aid 

Christmas Eve 4.00 Crib Service ICE/UCADD * 

 7.00 Carol Service  Children’s Hospice 

* ICE is Ini�a�ve in Chris�an Educa�on, an Exeter based charity which supports 

schools workers.  UCADD has employed one of its team, Kay Partridge, who 

worships with Dawlish Chris�an Fellowship, to support the ministers and others 

who go into Dawlish Schools.  Kay has also been asked by Churches Together to 

organise the Na�vity Play on the bandstand which precedes Switching on the 

Christmas Lights. 

 

 



7 PREPARING YOURSELF FOR CHRISTMAS 

Morning services in Advent 

The overall theme is Walk in the Light, looking at images of 

light in Isaiah which help us to prepare for the birth of Jesus.  There 

will be a special Introit each Sunday and the Advent Wreath will be lit.  On  8
th

 

we will look at this subject together in our Café Worship  

Soup & Scripture: Torbay URC Advent Studies  Weds 4
th

 & 11
th

  12.00 - 1.30  

Space to think about the Christmas story amidst all the ac�vity.  

Following the success of the previous year’s two Advent Bible Studies, two 

more will be held on Wednesdays in December:  4
th

 at Furrough Cross and 11
th

 

Teignmouth, each led by its minister.  Li�s available.   

 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS AS WE APPROACH CHRISTMAS 

When wrapping gi's 

Dear God,  

as write on each label, 

I hold up to you  

each person in turn. Slowly I ask that 

the fire of your love will burn in them,  

and I pray that my gi<  

will bring them your joy. 

A busy person’s prayer 

Oh Lord,  

thou knowest how busy  

I must be this day. 

If I forget thee,  

do not thou forget me. 

Sir Jacob Astley  

OFFERINGS AND OTHER SPECIAL INCOME 

 Sunday Offerings* Special Collections and Events 

 2013 2012 Coffee Mornings in Oct  (2012 = £120)   £16 

October £1,653 £2,175 Coffee Mornings (year so far)    £1,148 

Year (so far) £12,533 £16,028    

* includes standing orders etc but not Gift Aid rebates 

 

 

As you open your cards 

Take  me to think of the senders;  

what they have meant to you. 

Hold them each in God’s presence; 

thank God for them as you hang up 

the card. 

As you open your presents 

As you open each gi� 

whether perfect or not 

give thanks for the love in which it 

was given;  

reflect on what you would have 

given the baby Jesus  

if you had been a wise man 



8 SERVICES IN DECEMBER  

Morning Services at 10.30 unless otherwise stated   

   1 Holy Communion Advent Sunday Revd Roger Whitehead  

  8 Café Worship  on Na�vity Revd Roger Whitehead  

 15 Family Service  Advent 3  The Worship Group 

 22 Family Service Advent 4   Revd Roger Whitehead  

 29 Family Service  United  Jean Po>er  

Other services 

 1 6.30 United Advent Service, our church 

  There is no Iona Service this month 

Special Christmas Services see page 4 

REGULAR CHURCH EVENTS 

Tuesdays    2.00 - 4.00 Knit & Chat (3rd
 and 10

th
)  §  

Thursdays 10.00 - 12.00 Coffee Morning (with a play area for children) §  

Fridays 11.30 - 12.30 Prayer Mee#ng #  (not 20
th

 or 27
th

)  # 

 12.30 - 2.00 Bible Study Group (last one 13
th

, resumes in New Year) # 

§ in the auditorium      †  in the Strand Hall     ¤ lounge       # Carey Room  

ADDITIONAL MEETINGS IN DECEMBER  

(on our premises unless otherwise indicated)   

Wed 4 12.00 Soup & Scripture: Torbay URC Advent Study Furrough X* 

  6.00 Elders Mee#ng # 

Thurs  5 7.15 UCADD mee#ng for elders and church leaders  St Gregory's 

Fri 6 5.00 CTDD Carols on Lawn & Switching on Town lights (see p 6) 

Sat 7 10.00 Table Top Sale §  full of Christmas goodies 

Sun 8 12.00 Street Market - church serving free hot drinks § 

Wed  11 12.00 Soup & Scripture: Torbay URC Advent Study Teignmouth*

  7.00 Remembering Service (see page 6—St Gregory’s) 

Fri 13 3.45 Messy Church (Methodist Church Hall) 

  7.30 Filling Sta#on, Shaldon School* 

Thurs 19 12.30 URC Torbay ministers & spouses Xmas meal �   

                           * li<s available 


