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FROM THE MINISTER 

Jesus said that his disciples should “live in the world but not be of the world”.  

This means that we have to be realis�c about the world in which we live, but 

also realis�c about the God in whom we believe.  This is the theme of a Study 

Guide produced by the United Reformed Church called What is The Spirit 

saying to the Churches? which looks at the future of the URC. 

This understanding of being in but not of the world means that we have to be 

realis�c about the future of the URC.  Like other churches in the western 

world there has been a steep decline in church a%endance and allegiance in 

the last half century and there is no reason to think that the changing social 

condi�ons which have caused this are going to change any �me soon.  In 

prac�cal terms it means recognising par�cularly that the role of ministers will 

need to change because there will be fewer of them and the society they 

minister to is changing too.  This theme is picked up on page 6. 

As Chris�ans we are not ”of the world” because we should be realis�c about 

the God whom we serve who con�nues to be greater than we dream or 

imagine.  In preparing the Study Guide, the phrase ‘func�onal atheism’ has 

been used to indicate the lack of an�cipa�on that we can have about the 

reality of God’s grace and love in giving life to and shaping the church and 

ourselves.  Do we trust God enough? 

The significance of the Trinity lies in the rela�onal nature of God - Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.  To be fully human is to be in rela�onship with God 

and with one another.  This understanding is in contrast to the 

func�onal, measureable, adversarial and fragmented view of the 

world which so o1en  seems to prevail.  The future of the Church 

and of our church depends on our having confidence in God. 

ROGER WHITEHEAD 
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ELDERS MEETING REPORT 

Visit of The Moderator of The General Assembly 

The Elders Mee�ng has decided to mark the 200
th

 Anniversary with a 

”200 Appeal” to raise money to equip the Chapel.   A leaflet explaining 

how this will work will be circulated at the beginning of March. 

Snippets 

The Treasurer reported on a healthy state of church finances. Pat Willis was 

thanked for producing and sending seventeen Christmas Cards to the 

housebound from the church.  There has been a sugges�on that there might 

be an Alpha Course either run by the Strand Church itself, or in partnership 

with another: op�ons are being explored. The Annual General Mee&ng was 

provisionally fixed for the Café Worship on 26
th

 April. 

Review of past events  

Christmas services  There was a large a%endance at the pre-Christmas Sunday 

a*ernoon service on The Lawn led by Dawlish Chris�an Fellowship with a full 

house for tea in The Strand Centre a1erwards.  It was agreed in principle to 

par�cipate in the same sort of event in 2015 if it was proposed.  Marilyn Rigby 

was thanked for se@ng up the stable in the apse which had greatly added to 

the sense of worship at Christmas. 

Church Lunch The first of the Church Lunches held on 1
st

 February was well 

a%ended by about 18 people.  The bring-and-share arrangements had worked 

well.  So it was decided to have a bring-and-share lunch for St David’s Day (1
st

 

March).  If this is well a%ended church lunches might be more frequent than 

every quarter. 

Organ and organist 

A further £1,000 had been given to the Organ Fund.  The result of a grant 

applica�on is awaited.  It is unclear when Elwyn Jones will be returning as the 

organist because of his care for Joan.  Lorna Hexter is willing to play on the 

first Sunday of the month and on special occasions (eg the Assembly 

Moderator’s visit) but on other occasions the hymnal will be used.  Anne 

Pemberton is working out how to programme it.  A new lapel mike has been 

bought and the problem of interference has been eliminated.  A further hand 

mike could be purchased and fi%ed at a cost of £300.   



3  
Property ma+ers 

A leak in the south wall of the hall occurred earlier this year.  When the hall 

was divided horizontally in 1928 the new floor had crossed the centre of the 

windows, and these were blocked up.  The cause of the recent ingress of 

rainwater was that the external blocking had been inefficiently done and 

rainwater had leaked through.  The windows have now been sealed. 

A second light fi-ng in the auditorium has burnt out, and it is unclear what to 

about a replacement.  The ma%er was referred to the Strand Community Trust 

for a%en�on. 

Listed Building retrospec&ve consent  

The Synod has agreed to pay cost of £3,000 fees for the drawing work needed 

to obtain retrospec�ve approval for work previously done on the premises.   

REPORTS FROM OUR PARTNERS 
UCADD 

A number of local homeless people are spending �me in the café and they are 

normally given meals free of charge.  As a result of concern raised by the Inspire 

Cafe staff, a mee�ng will be convened of Open Daw, the Café staff, UCADD and 

the organisa�on to which Teignbridge had outsourced its care.  It is hoped that 

this will iden�fy what help can realis�cally be provided by the churches. 

Enough money has been pledged to pay for a Chris&ans Against Poverty debt 

coach in the Teignbridge District area and UCADD hopes to interview for the 

unpaid post at the beginning of March.  The essen�al administra�on is being 

done very competently  by Ceci Kokubu. 

Strand Community Trust  

Revd Dr Tom Bush had taken over as the Treasurer of the Strand Community 

Trust and it is expect Good progress  2014 opened with CTDD in debt by £250.  

MEETING THE ASSEMBLY MODERATOR 

Saturday 7
th

 4.00 Cream Tea for members of local URC churches 

on both sides of the Exe estuary;  

Sunday 8th  10.30   Morning worship  led by the Moderator  

       12.30  lunch for UCADD board members to meet the Moderator 
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JOHN ELLIS 

MODERATOR OF THE URC GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2013-16 

John grew up in Devon Congrega�onalism and was a teenage Church 

Treasurer. He was awarded a Senior Scholarship by King's College, Cambridge, 

and received a First Class Honours degree in Economics. He worked for the Bank 

of England for twenty years.  From 2000 un�l he was called to be Moderator he 

was employed by the Methodist Church, ini�ally he working on the Church's 

rela�onship with the worlds of business and economics and he supported 

network of over 100 workplace chaplains. He was then asked to set up and lead a 

Policy Unit to help Methodism think crea�vely about the longer term. 

At the local church level John was ordained an Elder when he was a URC member 

in Gravesend, where he was also a regular organist.  While there he became an 

Assembly Accredited Lay Preacher and has enjoyed challenges as diverse as 

preaching to Scouts in trees and the morning congrega�on in Canterbury 

Cathedral.  When he moved to Tonbridge he con�nued extensive involvement 

with The Boys’ Brigade as an officer and chaplain. He served successively as 

Church Treasurer and Church Secretary.  John is a Trustee of the Bible Society, 

and chairs the commi%ee seeking to improve the diversity of its Board.  

With a three year term as Moderator, John hopes to be able to help the Church 

address some of the larger challenges it faces. These include how the Church's 

Ministers of Word and Sacrament are best deployed and how to ensure that 

church buildings feel like a%rac�ve assets not burdensome liabili�es. Behind such 

issues is the more fundamental ques�on of what pa%erns of church life will 

sustain and deepen the discipleship of exis�ng members while also drawing new 

people towards vibrant Chris�an faith. As an economist and the URC's Treasurer 

since 2007, John has extensive experience of ethical investment 

campaigning, including represen�ng the Churches in mee�ngs with mul�na�onal 

companies. He has also worked on business ethics more generally, not least as 

Adviser to the Governor of the Bank of England. Complemen�ng his URC 

commitments, he has held posi�ons of responsibility in Bap�st, Methodist and 

Anglican contexts.  

Visit of the Moderator of the General Assembly is on 7
th

 & 8
th

 March 
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WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Women’s World Day of Prayer is an interna�onal, interchurch 

organisa�on which enables us to hear the voices of women 

from a different part of the world each year, expressing their 

hopes and concerns and bringing them before the rest of the world 

in prayer. 

On Friday 6th March an es�mated 3 million people, in over 170 countries, will 

gather to observe the day of prayer, using an order of service wri%en by 

Chris�an women from The Bahamas and translated into over 1000 different 

languages and dialects.  In the Bri�sh Isles alone over 5,000 services will be 

held.   

The theme of the service is taken from St John’s Gospel, chapter 13 verses 1-17,  

‘Jesus said to them: “Do you know what I have done to you?” ‘ and it challenges 

us to demonstrate the same radical, uncondi�onal love for others that Jesus 

showed when he washed the feet of his disciples. 

The Bahamas consists of over 700 islands, sca%ered over 100,000 square miles 

in the Atlan�c Ocean, only a small propor�on of which are inhabited.  It refers 

to itself as a “family of islands”, and in the service the needs of the smallest 

islands are given as much prominence as those of the larger ones. 

The service in Dawlish will be held at St Agatha’s Church on the Exeter Road at 2 

pm on Friday 6th March, and everyone is welcome to a%end -  women and men 

of all ages.  Refreshments will be served a1erwards. 

OFFERINGS AND SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS 

 Sunday Offerings* Special Collec&ons and Events 

 2015 2014 Dona&ons in Jan (Jan 2013  = £20) £0 

January £1,313 £1,600  Sunday coffee money  

goes to the Inspire Café  which provides the coffee 

* includes standing orders etc but not Gi� Aid rebates 

Christmas offerings 

Sun  21  a*ernoon  CAP £53 Sunday a*er Xmas Chris�an Aid £145 

Crib service   Children’s Hospice £50 Christmas Day Dinner Chris�an Aid  £444 

Candle-lit Carols Nightshi1 £119 
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THE URC’S RESPONSE TO TWO PROBLEMS 

The Synod Moderator met the ministers in pastoral charge within the 

former Torbay District Council area and one representa�ve from each 

church to discuss the direc�on the URC is taking.  With fewer ministers 

but roughly the same number of churches, the policy is no longer sustainable of 

crea�ng pastorates of more and more churches with ministers running round 

them.  So one idea is to have a local leader in every church so that there is a 

local contact person who, depending on experience, may take on a lot of 

leadership.  There would be a radical change in the role of s�pendiary ministers.  

This would be to focus on helping the local leaders and suppor�ng the 

congrega�ons.  Ministers can no longer be expected to be the local presence in 

every church community as they used to be. There would also be much more 

emphasis on using the par�cular talent of individual ministers to support 

churches.  

In addi�on the URC is considering a house-for-du�es scheme by which a re�red 

minister or a non-s�pendiary minister would be given a house to live in in return 

for undertaking specified du�es like taking regular services for a limited �me 

Considera�on is even being given in this Synod to what has happened in 

Dartmouth.  A middle age couple were trained in a course arranged by New 

Fron�ers Interna�onal (one of the charisma�c ‘new’ churches) to make them 

effec�ve in changing a local church by living in a community and serving the 

local church.  In Dartmouth this couple has transformed Dartmouth URC & 

Methodist Church where numbers are growing and young are a%ending. 

The mee�ng was deemed by those who were present as helpful and it was 

agreed to meet again in the summer to talk further. 

 

DAWLISH WORLD WAR 1 COMMEMORATIONS IN MARCH 

Friday 13
th

 12.00 at Dawlish Chris�an Fellowship
 

 Walter Stoyle   killed in France  (2nd Ba% Devonshires) 

Tuesday 17
th  

12.00  at St Gregory’s  

 Clarence Crook killed in France  (2nd Ba% Devonshires) 

All are welcome to these short acts of Commenda"on  
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MOTHERING SUNDAY 15th MARCH  

FOR YOUR PRAYERS THIS MONTH 

The URC supports other parts of the world through Commitment for 

Life which works with Chris�an Aid through its partners.  The URC 

focuses on three countries one of which is Zimbabwe .   

We pray for  

 Ezra, his wife Zenko and their son 

Nokosiphole as they benefit from 

understanding more about per-

sonal and food hygiene.  We give 

thanks that cases of diarrhoea 

have dropped drama�cally in 

their village through Chris�an Aid 

partner Dobane Trust. 

 

God of compassion,  

Be with all childless mothers today 

fill their empty arms with something dear. 

Be with all estranged mothers today 

unite what evil has forced them apart. 

Be with all broken mothers today 

redeem from all faults:  

cleanse and forgive. 

Be with all lonely mothers today.  

that they may find purpose in life 

Be with all hungry mothers today 

sustain and nurture them. 

Partners who deliver help in 

the form of essen�al  health 

services, who train farmers 

in new techniques and who 

advocate changes to na�onal 

polices to help the poorest In 

the country receive a fair 

income. 

 

Father God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ, 

the child of Mary, 

shared the life of a home  

and drew the whole human family  

 to himself:  

strengthen us in our daily living  

that in joy and in sorrow  

we may know the power of your 

 presence  

to bring together and to heal;  

Amen 

 

SPECIAL SERVICES THIS MONTH  

Love, Life and Praise   Friday 20th at 6.30 in the auditorium 

A �me of praise and worship built on modern Chris�an music is upli1ing and 

powerful, led by Lawson Spiller who is an interna�onal worship leader. 

Taizé Service  Sunday 22nd at 6.30 at St Agatha’s 

This is the second CTDD Taizé service which is hosted by each church in turn.  
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Morning Services at 10.30 unless otherwise stated   

   1 St David’s Day Communion Revd Eric Carless   

  8 Visit of Assembly Moderator Mr John Ellis (see page 4) 

 15 Mothering Sunday Service  Revd Roger Whitehead  

 22 Prayer for Healing  Revd Roger Whitehead 

 29 Palm Sunday Service  Alethe Virgin (Methodist local preacher)  

Other services 

 22  6.30 Taizé Service St Gregory’s (note not on last Sunday) 

REGULAR CHURCH EVENTS 

Thursdays 10.00 - 12.00 Coffee & Kids (Toddlers Group) §  

 2.30 - 3.30 Keep Fit  §   

Fridays 11.30 - 12.30 Prayer Mee&ng vestry 

§ in the auditorium      †  in the Strand Hall     ¤ lounge       # Carey Room  

ADDITIONAL MEETINGS IN MARCH  

(on our premises unless otherwise indicated)   

Sun 1 12.15 Church Bring and Share lunch § 

Fri  6 12.00 Lent Lunch (Methodist Church Hall) 

  2.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer, at St Agatha’s (see page 5) 

Sat  7 4.00 A*ernoon Tea with the Moderator of Assembly (page 2) 

Sun 8 12.30 UCADD trustees lunch with the Assembly Moderator 

Fri  13 12.00 Lent Lunch (Dawlish Chris�an  Fellowship) 

  7.30 Filling Sta&on, Shaldon School* 

Fri  20 12.00 Lent Lunch (Methodist Church Hall) 

  3.45 Messy Church (Methodist Church Hall) 

  6.30 Love, Life & Praise § 

Fri  27 12.00 Lent Lunch (St Agatha’s assisted by St Gregory's) 

THE STRAND CHURCH 

Minister Revd Roger Whitehead 28 High Street 889 098 

Ac&ng Sec Mrs Jean Po%er 1, Ivy Lane, Teignmouth  773856 

Church phone: 01626 889038 church website www.StrandChurch.org.uk 

For informa�on about the church visit www.strandchurch.org.uk 

about Jesus visit www.rejesus.co.uk 


