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MINISTER’S REFLECTIONS 

The removal of the pews in 2012 was the first step in delivering the 

church’s vision of becoming a community centre in the heart of the 

town.  It opened up the building to many new uses and large numbers 

of people, who had never entered it for a church service, have come in.  But the 

building con!nued to be limited by having only one (old) toilet and a very 

inadequate area for preparing hot drinks etc.  This was put right in 2013 with the 

crea!on of the kitchene'e and two toilets.  

One of the principal aims of our vision then became a possibility – a drop-in café in 

the town centre.  Its birth was fairly trauma!c: a-er establishing the procedures 

etc Chris Canning resigned, and the situa!on was only saved by a small group of 

church people who commi'ed themselves to keep the café going.  This was the 

turning point.  The appointment of Alethe Virgin as Manager secured the 

development of the café throughout the rest of the year. 

By the end of 2013 the church building was increasingly seen in the town as a 

community centre.  However, this has had no no!ceable effect on church 

a'endance, which declined slightly because of deaths and infirmity.  This in turn 

reduced giving and the church was unable to meet its Ministry & Mission Fund 

target of £21,000 in 2013.  A series of mee!ngs with officials, some crea!ve 

reworking of the figures and the support of the new Synod Moderator reduced the 

target (now called a ‘guided target’) to a manageable £13,000.  We are very 

grateful for the sympathe!c approach of the Synod, and we appreciate the quiet 

and thorough work done by Geoff Willis who followed Rychard Winslade as Church 

Treasurer at the beginning of the year. 

The Synod officers were equally sympathe!c when dealing with the £95,000 debt 

from the renewal of the roof.  This was secured with the promise to sell the Strand 

Hall.  The Elders Mee!ng explained to the Synod officers that the Strand Hall was 

essen!al for the development of the work of the Strand Centre and recognised by 

all the churches in Dawlish as a unique asset for the Chris!an community.  The 

elders were unanimous that it ought not to be sold.  The Synod officers suggested 

and Church Mee!ng agreed to sell half of the two-thirds share of the ownership to 

the Synod to clear the debt. 
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Unfortunately there was a lack of sympathy from the Listed Building Advisory 

Commi'ee whose slow procedures and different ideas on the use of church 

buildings delayed consent for an external ramp at the front of the building and the 

crea!on of the Chapel.  It was hoped that these would be completed in 2014. 

Although the Strand Community Trust has leased most of the buildings and has 

taken on responsibility for the rest of the premises, the Strand Church remains 

responsible for the musical instruments in the building (organ and pianos) and 

(when it is created) the chapel.  The Elders Mee!ng has been warned that the organ 

needs a'en!on, and it was agreed to deal with this in 2014. 

One of our joys in 2013 was the Service of Accredita!on of June Wilson as a Synod-

recognised lay preacher; she and the other members of the Worship Group lead 

worship three or four !mes a year.  

During the year the prayer mee!ng con!nued on Fridays led by Anne Pemberton 

but the Bible Study group was no longer viable when commitments to the café 

reduced a'endance.   However, other groups whose reports follow con!nue to 

meet and play an important part in sustaining the fellowship and caring for others. 

The Strand Church plays a significant part in the ecumenical life of the town through 

its ac!ve par!cipa!on in Chris!an Aid Week, Churches Together in Dawlish and 

District and United Chris!an Ac!on in Dawlish and District.  The last two have 

pioneered deeper rela!ons between the churches and increased coopera!on in a 

number of ways, and it has enabled the Strand Church to be involved in different 

areas of Chris!an service which it could not have been undertaken alone.   

Our congrega!on does not have the human resources or funding to do much more.  

In 2014 we will celebrate founda!on of the church when a small group of Dawlish 

residents covenanted together to form a church which ul!mately became Dawlish 

Congrega!onal Church.  We know li'le about them but given what Dawlish was 

then, they were likely to poor and not very well educated.  They (to quote St Paul) 

“gave themselves to the Lord and to one another” and against the odds and despite 

the discrimina!on then against Dissenters they flourished- an example to encourage 

us as we face the future. 

Roger Whitehead 
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CHRISTIAN AID REPORT  

A total amount of £9416.65 was raised in 2013 for Chris!an Aid 

by the Churches in Dawlish, which was up on 2012. For 2013 we, as a Church, did not 

do any house to house collec!ons, but June Makey collected at Brunel Court and 

Margaret Hall collected at Stonelands Mews.  The total raised by the Strand Church 

was £466.05 and the total for the two Lent Lunches was £249.01.  Geoff and I would 

like to thank June and Margaret, and all who helped with the Lent Lunches. 

We only did one Lent Lunch this year and raised a total £162.01, which included a 

raffle.  Once again, a big thank you to the helpers, who did a marvellous job.  

Geoff and Pat Willis 

THE FLOWER GROUP 

Once again this year we followed the general theme of the Church 

Calendar and the Seasons, interspersed with arrangements made 

to celebrate Special Occasions. In February Averil asked us to make 

an arrangement in memory of Crawford, her late husband and in 

March Elwyn and Joan celebrated their 65th Wedding Anniversary 

and requested that we made a floral arrangement to mark the occasion.  Ray 

Humphreys gave a dona!on for flowers in June in loving memory of his wife Helen. 

"Streams in the Desert" 

It was a privilege to host the Women's World Day of Prayer in our Church this year. 

The material had been prepared on the theme Streams in the Desert by Chris!an 

women in Egypt  

We were asked to arrange a large posy of brightly coloured flowers in a basket which 

was to be carried by the Leader of the Players as they processed down the aisle at 

the start of the service.  June Wilson gave the address. Stella Hughes donated the 

flowers. 

For the wedding of Adam Miles and Danielle Simmonds in April , all three of us made 

an arrangement of white flowers as requested by the bride and groom. 

We thank all members who donated to  the cost of decora!ng the Church this year. 

Eric Carless, Marie Coulthard and Gwen Davies. 
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COFFEE AND KIDS 

Coffee & Kids con!nues being fun and noisy on a Thursday 

morning. Some of our Carers have been coming regularly for 

over 2 years now which means good rela!onships have been 

built up. Quite a number of Grannies bring their 

grandchildren along! We usually have about 14 or 15 children 

and at the end of last term we had to stop new people 

joining as the group grew too big for the space! We ask for a 

50p dona!on from each family so we are able to buy juice, 

play-dough and some new toys. We are currently saving up for a folding slide which 

will make transpor!ng it from the hall cupboard a bit easier.  

Marie Whitehead and Jan Adams 

KNIT AND CHAT GROUP 

The group re-started on April 9
th

 2013 a-er the opening of the New 

Inspire Cafe.  Since then we have made 90 jumpers, 25 blankets, 27 

purses and 84 small dolls and teddies for the orphans we support in 

Malawi.  

We had an extraordinary mee!ng on March 18
th

 this year when we 

were joined by the Kni'ers from Ashburton. Jean Po'er introduced 

the speaker Mrs Mary Woodworth and her husband. Mary told us 

how she started Friends Of Mulanje Orphans in Malawi. 

From one small Orphans Centre it has developed into 13 large centres staffed partly 

by qualified teachers and also by numerous Interna!onal volunteers.  Mary and her 

husband described the new school which is being built and proudly showed us 

photographs of some of the children at work and play. In par!cular we were 

impressed by the new computer laboratory and a very smart staff room. All the 

furniture was second-hand and had been donated by a school in UK which was 

being re-organised.  We all thoroughly enjoyed the a-ernoon and are most grateful 

to Jean for bringing this lovely couple to speak to us. 

Pam Green 
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Public mee!ng with interna!onal philanthropist Ram Gidoomal 

Inspire Café  and Cancer Research table top sale 

Prayer and worship is at the centre of church 

The temporary Street Chapel 

A redesigned chapel will be 

open in 2015
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Christmas Crib Service 

Christmas Day lunch for those on their own 

Prayer and worship is at the centre of church  

The temporary Street Chapel  

A redesigned chapel will be 

open in 2015 
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THE STRAND COMMUNITY TRUST 

Although the Strand Community Trust is a legally separate body from 

The Strand Church it provides the home of The Strand Church and so we 

include a brief report on 2013 from its trustees. 

During 2013 the trustees of the Strand Community Trust have focused on three main 

concerns. 

Buildings 

In December 2012 the Strand trustees agreed to a £57,000 contract to create the 

two toilets and kitchene'e.  The trustees recognised that they did not have the 

money to meet the professional bills of about £12,000 but there was a danger that 

they would lose one of the major grants if there were further delays.  The result was 

that the building work was completed by April 2013 but the trustees have been 

struggling to repay a debt of around £15,000.  The situa!on was made more difficult 

by the resigna!on of Mar!n Charlesworth at the end of the year, and the trustees 

are immensely grateful to Anne Pemberton who has acted as the Trust’s book 

keeper, and to Geoff Willis who completed the VAT returns during the year.  At the 

end of 2013 we were delighted to be able to appoint Bob Baker (a member of 

Dawlish Chris!an Fellowship) as Treasurer from the start of 2014. 

There was no money available to equip the café, and the trustees were humbled by 

the hugely generous response to its Epiphany Appeal when over £5,500 was raised 

and the Inspire Café has been well equipped. 

 Lack of money has meant that there have been few improvements to the building 

(apart from what was done in the foyer).  This is unlikely to be possible in 2014 

where some major works will be necessary. 

Uses 

The Centre’s raison d'être is to be used by the community.  Many of our users are 

themselves chari!es expec!ng favourable leVng charges which presents a dilemma.  

And there is no doubt that the country’s financial situa!on has had an effect of 

leVngs.  There was only one children’s party in 2013 and the Third Age Group 

cancelled its lease on the top floor a-er over 20 years of occupa!on.  Strenuous but 
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fruitless efforts were made to find an alterna!ve user.  On the other hand the 

number of table top sales and concerts has increased.  The challenge in 2014 will be 

greatly to increase use.  There is no doubt that the kitchene'e and toilet have made 

the building more a'rac!ve and the number of users is slowly increasing.  During the 

year the Café made some contribu!on to the running costs but not enough to meet 

its share.  We hope to be able to boost the café’s trade – but we will need more 

dedicated volunteers to do this. 

The Inspire Café  

The most encouraging sign is that the directors of United 

Chris!an Ac!on in Dawlish and District (UCADD) has iden!fied 

the centre as ‘the shop window for all the churches in Dawlish’ 

and expects to use it as its base as its work develops. 

We are grateful for all the help given to the Centre in 2013.  Thank you. 

The trustees 

MESSY CHURCH 

Messy Church con!nues happily each month with lots of fun 

and ac!vity.  

The new family based group that we started last year is working 

much be'er and the atmosphere is calmer. We all agree there 

is more !me to talk and get to know both parents and children 

round the ac!vity tables. 

Topics during the year have been Love, Easter, New Life, Pentecost and in June we 

went to the seaside looking at Jesus’ post resurrec!on appearances by the sea.  Each 

session includes a worship !me with Bibles stories and applica!on.  

For Pentecost we had Brian the Magician showing in his amazing style the good news 

about the Holy Spirit!  

Thank you to our faithful team of helpers. 

Team: Marie Whitehead, Pam Mann, Pat Willis, Jean Po+er, Jan Adams, Chris,ne 

Ha+ersley and Margaret 
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The Church con!nues to support our Commitment for Life project based in 

Zimbabwe, and this year we were fortunate enough to have Miriam Webb to 

take our Service commi'ed to the project in June. Miriam had worked as an 

intern for Chris!an Aid during the year a-er her gradua!on and had been 

fortunate to be able to spend a few weeks in Zimbabwe as part of that 

experience. She was therefore able to give us up-to-date informa!on on the 

work done through Commitment for Life to improve agriculture through the 

building of dams to ensure a supply of water for irriga!on during the dry season, 

and the training done at Silviera House. 

Over the following two weeks £276 was collected in the envelopes provided to 

support this cause.   

Jean Po+er 

 

UNITED CHRISTIAN ACTION IN DAWLISH AND DISTRICT 

UCADD was formed to be complement Churches Together 

which provides  united service and inter-church rela!ons.  

Its job is to work with partners in the community on 

par!cular projects; funding is sought not from the churches but from grant 

making bodies and individuals of good will.  It combines the human resources of 

churches, none of which could undertake these projects alone.  So UCADD will 

put its version of street pastors on the streets by June 2014; will form a coali!on 

of Teignbridge churches to provide a debt advisor working with Chris!ans 

Against Poverty, and con!nue to support Kay Partridge working in schools on 

behalf of the churches. UCADD provides                             

an Advice Centre for local traders offering one-to-one on all aspects of local 

business.  UCADD shows that the churches are engaged in the community where 

there is need, which is a wonderful Chris!an example. 

The UCADD trustees 
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FAIRTRADE  

 The Church and the Café have con!nued to ensure that Fairtrade 

coffee, tea and sugar are available at all events when refreshments 

are served and the Café also sells Fairtrade Geobars and Fairbreak 

Wafer Biscuits. 

For the first !me this year we were invited to have a stall at the entrance of 

Sainsbury’s during Fairtrade Fortnight in March as well the usual one we have 

at the Co-op. The same was done at both stores during One World Week in 

October. 

Under the auspices of the Church, for insurances purposes, we were able to 

have a gazebo and stall on the pavement outside the Church in May when the 

re-opening of The Strand was celebrated, and once again we were able to have 

a stall on the Lawn for Dawlish Community Fair in August. 

It has been good to see how each year the awareness of Fairtrade ethics and 

produce is increasing among the general public  

Jean Po+er 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2014 

Women’s World Day of Prayer took place on Friday, 7
th

 March 

2014 and was held in the Strand Church.  The theme this year 

was ‘Streams in the Desert’ which was put together by the 

women of Egypt. 

There was a very good turnout from all the local churches, some of whom took 

part in the service.  We were very pleased to welcome Mrs Mary Lowther, our 

Mayoress and Councillor Ros Prowse (Chair of Teignbridge District Council) at 

the service, and the speaker was our own Church Member, Mrs June Wilson. 

Mrs Stella Hughes stepped down as representa!ve from the Strand Church 

commi'ee this year a-er a very long associa!on with this par!cular service.  

Thank you, Stella, we will try and take it forward as best we can!! 

Pat Willis 
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CHOIR REPORT  

2013  was another good year for the  Choir.  We are pleased that Anne Pemberton 

has joined us as an alto and we now have a good balance of voices.  We enjoy 

singing the hymns and anthems and thank Elwyn for arranging the music. 

Joan Jones 

WORSHIP GROUP  

During the year the Worship Group, consis!ng of Rychard, June and Jean 

conducted three Services. 

About six weeks before we are due to take a Service, we make sure that we all 

know what are the Readings set in the Revised Common Lec!onary for that 

par!cular Sunday. A couple of weeks later we meet together in Rychard’s flat to 

discuss these Readings and see if we can find a theme common to any of them 

which we can develop. 

During the discussion it usually becomes clear which Reading appeals to which 

one of us, as a result of which we can then go away  to develop, prayerfully, our 

thoughts to fit in with the common theme.  

A fortnight a-er that we come together again to share these thoughts and make 

sure they fit together to make an overall cohesion for the Service. We are then in 

a posi!on to discuss prayers and hymns which will be relevant. 

Then in the final week we like to meet in the Church to work out exactly where 

each of us will sit, stand, move and read from so that the Service itself will be to 

the glory of God and hopefully not suffer from our human inadequacies. 

 

Having taken a couple of Service the previous year on her own, June felt that she 

was being called to put herself forward to become a Locally Recognized Lay 

Preacher. Her request came before the Elders and Church Mee!ngs who both 

confirmed her call, and she therefore conducted another Service in July during 

which Val Elms, a Na!onally Accredited Lay Preacher came to assess her Service 

and agreed that June had reached the standard required for such recogni!on. It 

was therefore with great joy that Roger allowed me to commission June as a 

Locally Recognised Lay Preacher for our Church on 3
rd

. November. 

Jean Po+er 
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THE INSPIRE CAFÉ 

Work in the café starts before 9 am to ensure the kitchene'e is clean, the tables 

ready to receive customers and the health checks are completed on the food.  

Clearing up a-er closure can take another 90 minutes, so some volunteers are 

present for six hours, o-en without a break if the café is busy.  We aim to have 

four people serving, including one on the !ll and one available if possible to talk 

to customers, but we rarely have more than three.  The work is demanding; it 

would be easier if we worked two shi-s each day but to cover five days a week 

we would need upwards of 30 volunteers – more than there has ever been on the 

list.  So our faithful volunteers are much appreciated. 

It is clear that many customers like to talk – some!mes about the  difficul!es they 

have at home sharing personal issues and occasionally some ask for prayer.  

Visitors are intrigued by the building, asking whether there is s!ll a worshipping 

congrega!on and that can lead on to a serious discussion about faith and life 

issues.  So having !me for them is an important aspect of the café’s work. 

The Café was named ‘Inspire’ not because of the spire on the building, but to 

reflect the hope that it will inspire people.  It is hoped next year to develop 

ac!vi!es in the a-ernoons, some of which will be ‘inspiring’ by addressing some 

of the issues faced by our older regular customers.   

Marie Whitehead, Jan Adams, Chris,ne Ha+ersley, June Makey, Pauline Laybourne 

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH 

On Christmas Day 56 guests and 14 helpers enjoyed a tradi!onal Christmas lunch 

in the Auditorium. The turkey was cooked and kindly donated by ‘Ducky Delish’. 

Dona!ons also came from the Dawlish Rotary Club, the Strand Church and 

Sainsbury’s – it was a real community event. Bill from Dawlish Taxis gave li-s to 

many of the guests and doubled up as Father Christmas giving everyone a goody 

bag to take home. Guests were treated to some lovely violin playing by Ali Foden. 

Other visitors included our local MP, Anne-Marie Morris, Chair of Teignbridge 

District Council (Ros Prowse) and the Mayor and Mayoress of Dawlish who also 

stayed to help out. Dona!ons on the day from the guests totalled over £200 

which went to Chris!an Aid. 

Marie Whitehead  
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Our congregation's commitment to the community 

As part of our Christian witness and service,  

we offer our building as a community facility  

in order to encourage worship, fellowship, service,  

learning, entertainment and education  

for local residents and visitors. 

THE STRAND CHURCH, DAWLISH 
(United Reformed)  

Congrega!on formed 1814 

Moved to its present building in 1871 

In 2010 the congrega!on leased its building to the Strand Community Trust, a 

charitable company limited by guarantee, which has the Object of crea!ng a 

community centre in the building for the people of Dawlish and visitors to the 

town.  The Trust is governed by trustees.  The Strand Church has become a user 

group alongside many others who use its extensive premises. 

The congrega!on is part of the United Reformed Church, which has brought 

together former Congrega!onalists, Presbyterians and the Churches of Christ 

throughout Great Britain. 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2011 the pews were removed to create a flexible space for public use.  In 2013 

a new kitchen and toilets were installed enabling the Inspire Community Café to 

be opened as a community drop-in centre.  The centre and the congrega!on are 

in the centre of Dawlish. 


